











Jim invited his friend Pete Fleming to
come along. Together they worked with
the Quichua Indians who lived there. The
Indians were friendly and were glad that
Jim and Pete cared about them. Shandia
was a perfect place to build a mission
station. The Quichuas had already built
an qairstrip so airplanes could bring in
supplies. The Indian men and boys took
care of the airstrip by cutting back the
jungle overgrowth every day. They even
helped Jim and Pete clear more land.
Together, they built a chapel and a
school for boys.
Soon, Elisabeth moved closer to
Shandia. Jim was very happy that he
could see her. Still, they had to walk all day to meet each other! They
talked about how they wanted to spend their life together, teaching the
jungle Indians about Jesus. Jim told Elisabeth, “You must learn to speak
Quichua before we get married. Then we can both make friends with the
Indians. We will live at Shandia, and I will build a good house for you.”



On October 8, 1953, Jim
and Elisabeth got married!
Just as Jim promised, he
found a beautiful spot for the
house. It was near the Atun
Yacu River where you could
see the Andes mountains.
Building the house was hard
work! Jim’s father came all
the way from the United
States to help him.

Jim made the house out
of concrete so it would be
very strong. It had a metal

roof and screen windows.
He put a barrel on the roof to catch the rain—now the house had running

water! He even installed electricity. It was a most unusual and wonderful
house in the middle of the jungle!

Soon Elisabeth and Jim were expecting a baby! Their friend, Nate
Saint, was a pilot. He flew them to Shell Mera where Elisabeth was going

to have her baby at Nate and Marge Saint’s home.




On February 27, 1955, Valerie was born. She was her parents’ first
and only child. Elisabeth and Jim were happy to have a baby girl! They
flew back to Shandia to take her home. Many Quichuas gathered at the

airstrip to welcome them.
The Quichuas and the Elliots were good friends. The men eagerly came

to Jim’s Bible class, and the boys attended school. Because Jim shared the

good news of Jesus with them, many in Shandia learned to love Jesus too!
But Jim kept praying for the tribe that Dr. Tidmarsh had told him

about—the tribe that did not want to make friends with outsiders. They

called themselves Waorani (Wao for

short). That means “the people.”
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