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Jim invited his friend Pete Fleming to 
come along. Together they worked with 
the Quichua Indians who lived there. The 
Indians were friendly and were glad that 
Jim and Pete cared about them. Shandia 
was a perfect place to build a mission 
station. The Quichuas had already built 
an airstrip so airplanes could bring in 
supplies. The Indian men and boys took 
care of the airstrip by cutting back the 
jungle overgrowth every day. They even 
helped Jim and Pete clear more land. 
Together, they built a chapel and a 
school for boys. 

Soon, Elisabeth moved closer to 
Shandia. Jim was very happy that he 

could see her. Still, they had to walk all day to meet each other! They 
talked about how they wanted to spend their life together, teaching the 
jungle Indians about Jesus. Jim told Elisabeth, “You must learn to speak 
Quichua before we get married. Then we can both make friends with the 
Indians. We will live at Shandia, and I will build a good house for you.” 

Jim invited his friend Pete Fleming to 
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On October 8, 1953, Jim 
and Elisabeth got married! 
Just as Jim promised, he 
found a beautiful spot for the 
house. It was near the Atun 
Yacu River where you could 
see the Andes mountains. 
Building the house was hard 
work! Jim’s father came all 
the way from the United 
States to help him. 

Jim made the house out 
of concrete so it would be 
very strong. It had a metal 
roof and screen windows. 
He put a barrel on the roof to catch the rain—now the house had running 
water! He even installed electricity. It was a most unusual and wonderful 
house in the middle of the jungle!

Soon Elisabeth and Jim were expecting a baby! Their friend, Nate 
Saint, was a pilot. He fl ew them to Shell Mera where Elisabeth was going 
to have her baby at Nate and Marge Saint’s home. 
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On February 27, 1955, Valerie was born. She was her parents’ fi rst 
and only child. Elisabeth and Jim were happy to have a baby girl! They 
fl ew back to Shandia to take her home. Many Quichuas gathered at the 
airstrip to welcome them.

The Quichuas and the Elliots were good friends. The men eagerly came 
to Jim’s Bible class, and the boys attended school. Because Jim shared the 
good news of Jesus with them, many in Shandia learned to love Jesus too!

But Jim kept praying for the tribe that Dr. Tidmarsh had told him 
about—the tribe that did not want to make friends with outsiders. They 
called themselves Waorani (Wao for 
short). That means “the people.”
called themselves Waorani (Wao for 

March 6, 1955 

One week ago today, Valerie arrived. Dr. Fuller delivered her here in the Saints’ house, with Liz, his wife, in attendance. Jim was with me every minute, which meant more to me than he will ever know. . . . What a joy to hear her fi rst cry, and to see our own daughter!

O, Lord—We give her back to Thee, in gratitude, and ask Thy holy wisdom and love in guiding and caring for her.

Pilipinto_New.indd   12Pilipinto_New.indd   12 3/24/23   3:38 PM3/24/23   3:38 PM



© 2012 by Vision Forum
© 2023 text by Valerie Elliot Shepard, illustrations by Jim Howard
First edition 2012.
New enhanced and revised edition issued 2023 by P&R Publishing.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form 
or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—except for brief quotations for the 
purpose of review or comment, without the prior permission of the publisher, P&R Publishing Company, P.O. Box 
817, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 08865-0817.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

The Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 
© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States 
Patent and Trademark Offi ce by Biblica, Inc.™

Elisabeth Elliot’s diary of  Valerie’s childhood moments on pages 12, 16, 26, 31, 36, 43, 50, and 54 courtesy of  Valerie 
Elliot Shepard.

Photo by Cornell Capa © International Center of Photography/Magnum Photos, pages 18, 19, and 43.

Photographs on pages 15 and 62 (yearbook portrait) courtesy of Buswell Library Archives & Special Collections, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL. Photograph on page 62 (Statue of Liberty) courtesy of the Elisabeth Elliot 
Foundation. Photographs on pages 10, 11, 12, 25, 31, 44, 52, 60, 62, and 63 courtesy of Valerie Elliot Shepard 
Archives. Photograph of Jim and Joyce Howard on page 63 by Lisa Kunkel.

Graduates of Wheaton College in memoriam: Elisabeth Elliot, 1948; Jim Elliot, 1949; Ed McCully, 1949; and 
Nate Saint, 1950. Wheaton College graduates who contributed to this book: Valerie Elliot Shepard (author), 1976; 
Jim Howard (illustrator), 1962; Melissa Urban Craig (editor), 1983; Julia Craig Myer (designer), 2013. 

Cover design by Cherith Craig Festa
Typesetting by Samuel Craig

Printed in the United States of America
Library of Congress Control Number: 2021952993

Pilipinto_New.indd   64Pilipinto_New.indd   64 3/30/23   4:29 PM3/30/23   4:29 PM


