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Foreword

I am just an algebra teacher, more interested in how students learn, and how to 
open doors of opportunity for people than I am a mathematician.  Harold Jacobs, 
through his texts, has taught me something about how to be a mathematician.
      You will find that this book is far more than a text.  It is unusual in that it has 
withstood the test of time, not because it is a reference for the subject, but by the 
popular demand of people who want these things from any text: the thoughtful, 
meticulous exposition of a subject as well as a genuine love for the subject, the 
understanding of the student, and the appreciation for the instructor.  It also helps 
if the author has fun doing it and can invite the student along for the ride.
      Every time I open this book to teach a new lesson I gain another insight, another 
‘Aha!’ moment.  I am a perpetual student of Harold Jacobs, even though I was 
never in his classroom.  Harold Jacobs’s books have that effect on people.
   I am grateful to God that the book will continue to be published!  It is a strong 
tool in the hands of just an adequate instructor like myself, attempting to crank 
open brains and doors of opportunity.

  Molly Crocker
    Adequate Instructor and Independent Educator
  October 2015
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Chapter   1
FUNDAMENTAL 

OPERATIONS
































































































