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✦ Sharpen reasoning skills

✦ Develop critical thinking

✦ Understand relationships

✦ Learn new vocabulary

✦ Prepare for standardized tests
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Analogies
for grades K–12
Primary Analogies
Grades K–1, 2, 3

Developed by teachers in the Ridgewood, New Jersey Public Schools Primary Analogies, Books 1,
2, and 3, teaches primary students to think analytically with picture and simple word analo-
gies—a program rarely done before at this earliest level. Students are introduced to the concept
of analogies with a pre-analogy section that gives practice finding similarities, categorizing,
making comparisons, and using Venn diagrams. 

Analogies in this program gradually progress from picture analogies to those that include 
letters, and finally to simple word analogies. In the culminating All-Star Level, students make
up their own analogies by choosing from labeled pictures and writing an explanation of how
the pictures go together.

Primary Analogies groups analogical relationships into five categories: descriptive, comparative,
categorical, serial, and causal, with three levels of difficulty within each category.

Ridgewood Analogies
Grades 4–8

Book 1, for fourth grade, teaches students how to solve analogies that exemplify five kinds of
relationships: descriptive analogies, comparative analogies, categorical analogies, serial analo-
gies, and causal analogies. Book 2, for fifth grade, and Book 3, for sixth grade, follow the same
format, but use more difficult vocabulary. Organized by subject areas, Books 4 and 5, for sev-
enth and eighth grade, contain analogies in Geography, History and Government, Language
Arts, and Math. Students use their learning in these areas to solve analogies that are challeng-
ing as well as interesting.

Each kind of analogy is introduced and  reinforced through the following four levels: 

✦ Novice: Students are given an analogy and find the analogy that corresponds to it. 

✦ Apprentice: Students complete an analogy by choosing a word from a Word Bank.

✦ Masters: Students choose two words from the Word Bank to complete an analogy. 

✦ Super Masters: Students are given a relationship to create two analogies that
correspond to one another.

Both Primary Analogies and Ridgewood Analogies are based on the curriculum Ridgewood
teachers have been using with their elementary school students for over ten years.
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Analogies 1, 2 & 3
Grades 7–12

Analogies 1, 2, and 3 teach the techniques for solving analogies and provide ample practice.
Written in a clear conversational style, each of the three books in this series consists of the 
following three parts:

Part 1 teaches clear, step-by-step approaches to solving analogies. Students learn to master
analogy problem-solving by studying techniques such as

✦ creating “bridge sentences” to find relationships

✦ looking out for words with more than one meaning

✦ solving two-step analogies

✦ learning about the most common kinds of analogies

These techniques are taught in-depth in Book 1 and are reviewed in Books 2 and 3.

Part 2 gives practice applying the techniques taught in Part 1 with fifteen to twenty units 
of analogies.

Part 3 increases students’ vocabulary with a glossary of three to four hundred of the most 
difficult words used in the analogy exercises in Part 2. 

Quiz booklets, with perforated pages for photocopying, are also available to test both 
vocabulary and analogy problem-solving skills.
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Primary Analogies, Book 2, page 15 ✦ 5



6 ✦ Primary Analogies, Book 3, page 41



Primary Analogies, Book 3, page 56 ✦ 7
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