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NEW
Updates
The new edition of Writing & Grammar 12 introduces 
six new chapters, including the capstone project, 
critical film review, and commonplace book 
presentation, all designed to integrate writing, 
research, and speaking from a biblical worldview. 
Updates also feature reorganized grammar content, 
with reviews at the end of each unit and targeted 
punctuation support during proofreading. New 
features like “Be CyberSmart!,” “Study Hacks,” and 
“Finding Your Voice” enrich student learning, while 
thematic elements like Excursions and Mile Markers 
offer real-world applications. Visual and structural 
updates, along with added tools for integrating 
biblical principles, make this edition more user-
friendly and instructionally effective for both teachers 
and students.

Content Updates

	• Capstone Project: New chapters (1, 12, 13, and 16) 
walk students through writing a research paper, giving a 
presentation, and reflecting on their learning.

	• Expanded Research Instruction: Research skills formerly in 
Chapter 11 now appear earlier in Chapter 2 to better support 
long-term projects.

	• Critical Film Review: Chapter 4 introduces a brand-new 
assignment focused on analyzing films.

	• Commonplace Book Presentation: Chapter 17 adds 
a presentation assignment based on students’ selected 
collection of writing examples and reflections.

	• Redistributed Skills: Punctuation, study skills, and writing 
strategies (formerly Chs. 13–16) have been reorganized for 
better instructional flow.

	• Targeted Grammar Reviews: Now placed at the end of 
each unit instead of every chapter, grammar reviews better 
align with how grammar supports writing.

	• On-Demand Punctuation Review: Punctuation review 
now appears where it’s most useful—during proofreading 
tasks.

	• Capitalization Reference: Capitalization instruction has 
been removed from the main chapters but is available as a 
reference section in the back of the Student Worktext.

	• New Writing Assignments: New and revised assignments 
provide more variety and relevance for student writers.

	• Visual and Layout Enhancements: The updated design 
uses more intentional imagery to boost engagement and 
understanding.

	• Biblical Worldview Shaping: The Teacher Edition includes 
BWS chapter overviews and statements to support 
worldview integration.

Special Features

	• Be CyberSmart!: Three lessons promote digital safety 
and responsible internet use.

	• Study Hacks: Each chapter includes practical tips to 
improve study habits and content retention.

	• Redemptive Writing: A recurring feature in every 
chapter encourages students to write with purpose, 
truth, and redemption in mind.

	• Mentor Texts & Modeling: Students analyze and mimic 
effective writing techniques from full-length mentor texts 
across genres.

	• Finding Your Voice: This feature explores the writing 
styles of five influential authors to help students to 
discover and refine their own writing style.

	• Commonplace Book Project: Students collect twenty-
five inspiring texts or ideas in a personal commonplace 
book and deliver a presentation on selected entries.

	• Thematic Road Trip Structure: A cohesive “road trip” 
theme is woven throughout the book, with “Excursions” 
(short writing tasks) and “Mile Markers” (diction practice) 
enriching the journey.

	• Essential Questions & Unit Openers: Each unit begins 
with guiding questions and a mentor text to frame 
learning and spark discussion.
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322 Lessons 117–18 Writing & Grammar 12

Writing Excursion—The Extemporaneous Essay
LEARNING TARGET

	} I will compose an effective response to an impromptu essay prompt.

By this point in your academic life, you have probably encountered an essay 
test at least once. An essay test measures your knowledge about a subject 
and your ability to communicate that knowledge clearly in writing. An 
extemporaneous essay, on the other hand, focuses solely on your ability 
to express yourself on a given topic. Good essays demonstrate your ability 
to think, to organize your thoughts, and to express those thoughts clearly 
under time constraints. Even if you are never asked to write an extempo-

raneous essay outside class, you will be asked to think “on your 
feet.” Memos, business letters, employee evaluations, proposals 

for new products, applications for funding—all of these are 
realistic writing projects that must be completed within a 

prescribed time limit and in addition to the regular work-
load. Learning to communicate under pressure is a skill 

that will serve you well in every aspect of life.

 — from “A RECORD OF OUR JOURNEYS” 
BY ILANA SIBLEY

AS I READ the latest message from my friend 
Nicole, I realized how much our friendship has 
changed—and yet endured—over the years. We 
met in kindergarten, where we learned to tie our 
shoes and write our names. From kindergarten 
through junior high school, Nicole and I saw 
each other almost every day. We shared expe-
riences—going to classes, playing softball. We 
shared discoveries—a new poem, a truth about 
God. And we shared heartaches—a broken arm, 
an argument with a classmate.

One summer we spent a month together in 
Mexico on a youth mission team. Those four 
weeks of praying, failing, learning, and rejoic-
ing brought us even closer. When the trip was 
over, we returned—but Nicole went to her 
new home in another state. At first I missed 
Mexico and I missed Nicole. Then her first 
message arrived. She described her new house, 
her new school, her new church. Although 
she was sad about leaving her hometown, she 
enjoyed the adventure of exploring a new city.

Soon the messages flew between us. We 
shared news about friends, phrases in Span-
ish, and snatches of poetry. But the letters 
changed as our high school years passed. 
Now we discuss college plans, career goals, 
God’s plan for the future. We are learning 
what really matters in life. What has lasted is 
the simple faith in God’s Word that our par-
ents and our teachers have modeled for us.

“My grandmother has been diagnosed 
with cancer,” my latest message from Nicole 
reads. “It’s so hard for me to be away from 
her. Please pray for her.” I wondered how to 
answer. I had no advice or poem to meet her 
need. I turned instead to the Psalms, the only 
poetry with any real power to comfort.

Through our correspondence, Nicole and 
I have kept a record of our journeys—of our 
thinking, of our changing, of our growing in 
Christ. We have learned this: Even more im-
portant than the friendships that we make are 
the friendships that we keep. They have years 
to develop and grow, as do the two participants.

Mentor Text

the way, diction items that—if not 
learned already—must be mastered. 
Billboards will alert you to the work  
of earlier Christian authors and poets 
who have influenced travelers through 
their writing. In Finding Your Voice, 
take time to explore Attractions, ex-
amples of writing styles with which 
you may have an affinity. And as 
you traverse the literary landscape, 
collect Souvenirs along the way to 
recall special memories or a passage 
that you personally want to remem-
ber, unforgettable for its style or con-
tent. Make the most of your Writing 
and Grammar 12 road trip, and, like 
Steinbeck, observe and learn.
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