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NEW
Updates
The 5th edition of Science 6 delivers a more 
intentional integration of physical science, enhancing 
continuity with upper-level science courses. New 
STEM features, a revised teaching structure, and 
enriched visuals provide multiple access points 
for diverse learners. Biblical worldview themes are 
more explicitly scaffolded and supported with new 
resources and features designed to deepen student 
engagement and comprehension.

Content Updates

	• Added six physical science chapters

	• Included the teaching cycle

	• Added STEM lessons to better align with state and national 
standards

	• Added career feature boxes that focus on STEM careers

	• Added worldview investigations that allow students to research a 
science topic with worldview implications

	• Added ethics boxes to focus on decision-making and to 
introduce two legs of the biblical ethics triad

	• Added mini labs to each chapter in the Student Edition

	• Added inquiry laboratory activities and STEM activities in the 
Activities & Lab Manual

	• Replaced quick checks with section review questions

	• Added differentiated instruction activities and notes to the 
Teacher Edition

	• Added Resources (Print and Digital) and Materials lists to the 
lesson openers in the Teacher Edition to help teachers to 
organize and plan for each lesson

	• Expanded table of contents and index to help students and 
teachers to find material and features faster

	• Expanded glossary to include key science terms in addition to 
vocabulary terms

Special Features

	• Worldview Investigations with biblical applications

	• Ethics feature boxes and mini case studies

	• STEM-focused labs and career connections

	• Customizable PowerPoints for each lesson

	• Visual learning tools: infographics, diagrams, and engaging art

	• Differentiated instruction strategies

	• Trove digital access, including videos and assessments with 
autograding

Textbook Snapshot
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Mollusks
Mollusks are animals that have soft bodies 

and mantles, special parts of the body that 
sometimes form a shell. Snails, oysters, and 
clams are mollusks that have shells protect-
ing their soft bodies. Some mollusks with 
shells are bivalves—mollusks that have 
two shells. Clams, scallops, and oysters are 
bivalves. Many bivalves protect themselves 
by hiding in mud or sand. A bivalve usually 
moves slowly by using a muscular foot that 
extends out of the shell. Scallops, however, 
move quickly by gathering water into their 
shells and then squirting it out like a mini-
ature jet engine. Though most bivalves are 
small, some are quite large. The giant clam 
can measure as much as 1.2 m (4 ft) across 
and weigh 250 kg (550 lb).

Other mollusks are gastropods, meaning 
“stomach footed.” Many of these mollusks 
are univalves; they have only one shell. A 
snail is a univalve. Some gastropods have no 
shells. You may have seen a slimy trail left in  
your garden by one of these mollusks—a slug.

 
Because slugs do not have shells to protect 
their bodies, they feed at night and stay hid-
den during the day. Slugs called nudibranchs 
can also be found in the ocean. Different 
nudibranchs use camouflage and poisons to 
protect themselves. Many nudibranchs are 
brightly colored. The colors warn predators 
that these mollusks are not tasty.

Another group of mollusks called cepha­
lopods, meaning “head foot,” are speedy. A 
cephalopod moves with a jetlike motion by 
forcing water through a tube in its body. 
Squids, octopuses, and cuttlefish are all 
cephalopods. Even though some cephalo-
pods have shells, their shells are not always 
on the outside of their bodies. A squid has a 
thin shell under its mantle, but an octopus is 
protected only by the special skin of its man-
tle. The nautilus, though, has a large shell 
around its body. Each cephalopod is a little 
different from the others. But most cephalo-
pods have large eyes, arms (tentacles) with 
suckers around their mouths, and beaks.
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So what 
exactly is 
energy?

It’s impossible 
for anyone to know 

for sure exactly 
what it is.

Actually, 
God knows 

exactly what 
energy is!

 SECTION REVIEW
 1. How is energy defined?

 2. What is thermal energy?

 3. What does temperature measure: the 
total speed of all a substance’s particles 
or the average speed of its particles?

 4. How is it possible for a cold substance 
to have more thermal energy than a hot 
substance?

 5. What happens to energy as it is trans-
formed from one kind to another?

2.1

What Is Energy?
You’ll notice in this section that we’ve  
discussed what energy does, but we didn’t 
really define what it is. It’s not because we 
just forgot! Energy is just one of the many 
things that science can observe but not 
completely explain (we’ll learn about another 
in Chapter 4). God is omniscient—He knows 
all things. He also created all things, so it 
makes sense that He would know all about 
them. Humans, though, are limited. We don’t 
know all things, even though we make every 
effort to do so. We may never know some 
things. This is partly because humans are 
limited in time and space. We weren’t around 
to see God create space, time, and energy. 
And we can’t say with 100% certainty that 
energy works the same way everywhere 

in the universe, even though we believe it 
does. We just can’t be everywhere to con-
firm what we observe and believe.

But it’s worse than just our knowledge being 
limited. Our ability to learn, to understand, 
and to do good science has been marred by 
the Fall. But that doesn’t mean that we should 
give up. Doing science in a way that honors 
the Creator helps us exercise wise dominion 
in our world and better serve others through 
what we discover.

Questions to Consider
 1. Why is our ability to do science limited?

 2. Why should we pursue the work of sci-
ence in spite of this?

CASE STUDYCASE STUDYCASE STUDY


