
Learn today’s 6,000 most frequently used words 
presented in the writings of great men and women of history.

Compiled and Edited by Sonya Shafer

SIMPLY CHARLOTTE MASON PRESENTS

Spelling
   Wisdom

Book 3
American Spelling Version



Teach spelling with some of the 
greatest minds in history!

Simply

.com
Charlotte Mason

Simply

.com
Charlotte Mason

Now you can have the confidence that you’re teaching the words your student 
needs to know, using the Charlotte Mason method of prepared dictation.

• Easy — Teaches spelling and punctuation in just a few minutes each week.

• �orough — Incorporates more than 12,500 words, including 6,000 
most frequently used words in the English language.

• Effective — Uses the tried-and-true method of prepared dictation, 
which Charlotte Mason endorsed.

• Interesting and inspiring — Presents beautiful and fascinating ideas 
from great men and women of history that encourage and motivate 
children as they learn to spell the words.

• Flexible — Allows you to progress at each student’s pace.

• Saves Time — Can be used for copywork as well. 

“Highly Recommended!”—Catherine Levison (author of A Charlotte Mason Education)

“I can’t imagine a more meaningful way of learning how to spell.”—Sabrina C.

“Who would have thought something so simple would work so well.  He loves doing his spelling now!!”—Wendy from Toledo, Ohio

“It is much more fun than spelling lists plus they actually retain so much more.”—Michaela in Minnesota

http://www.simplycharlottemason.com
http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com
jordan
Typewritten Text



Spelling Wisdom
Book Three

(American Version)

Learn todayʼs 6,000 most frequently used words, 
presented in the writings of great men and women of history

Compiled and Edited 
by 

Sonya Shafer



Spelling Wisdom, Book Three (American Version)
© 2006, Sonya Shafer

This collection of works and all original compositions contained therein are under copyright. All rights 
reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or distributed in any form by any means—graphic, electronic, 
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or storing in information storage and retrieval 
systems—without written permission from the publisher.

If you are a parent or teacher you may duplicate pages for yourself and students in 
your immediate household or classroom. Please do not duplicate pages for friends, 
relatives outside your immediate household, or other teachers  ̓students.

Published in electronic format by 
Simply Charlotte Mason, LLC
P.O. Box 892
Grayson, Georgia 30017-0892

www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 4

Contents
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
A Word about Dictation
How to Use Spelling Wisdom
About Spelling Wisdom

Exercise 1: Little Hammers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
A Quote by Charlotte Mason

Exercise 2: Not To Excite Suspicion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
From Mansfield Park by Jane Austen

Exercise 3: True Happiness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
A Quote by Helen Keller

Exercise 4: The Face of a Man  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
From Wreck of the Golden Mary by Charles Dickens

Exercise 5: Gone Fishing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
From The Pioneers by James Fenimore Cooper

Exercise 6: Dishonesty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
From Hunted Down by Charles Dickens

Exercise 7: Contagious Laughter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
From A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

Exercise 8: Dreams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
From Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens

Exercise 9: Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27
Exercise 10: They Are Both Men  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
From The Deerslayer by James Fenimore Cooper

Exercise 11: A Swarm of Bees Worth Hiving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
A Poem from The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 5

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 12: A Great Charm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
From Emma by Jane Austen

Exercise 13: Scrooge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
From A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

Exercise 14: Make Progress  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32
A Quote by Sir Winston Churchill

Exercise 15: A Sprinkling of Powder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
From Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens

Exercise 16: The Society of Authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34
From George Muller of Bristol by A.T. Pierson

Exercise 17: Sailing Over Angry Waters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35
From The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

Exercise 18: The Best Actor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36
From Mansfield Park by Jane Austen

Exercise 19: Grow in Christlikeness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37
From George Muller of Bristol by A.T. Pierson

Exercise 20: Loyal Sympathy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38
From The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

Exercise 21: At the Abbey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39
From Emma by Jane Austen

Exercise 22: My Little Book . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40
From The Pilgrim s̓ Progress by John Bunyan

Exercise 23: Jean Louis Ernest Meissonier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41
From Pictures Every Child Should Know by Mary Schell Hoke Bacon

Exercise 24: A Mere Unit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42
From Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 6

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 25: The Letter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43
From Mansfield Park by Jane Austen

Exercise 26: Storms of Adversity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44
From Sanders  ̓Union Fourth Reader by Charles W. Sanders

Exercise 27: Injustice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45
From Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

Exercise 28: Threatened with My Presence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46
From Letters of Franz Liszt by Franz Liszt

Exercise 29: Towards the House  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47
From The Battle of Life by Charles Dickens

Exercise 30: The Man of Business  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
From The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

Exercise 31: Sunshine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
From Mansfield Park by Jane Austen

Exercise 32: How Do I Love Thee?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
A Poem by Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Exercise 33: Writing a Letter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
From The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

Exercise 34: Midnight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
From Master Humphrey s̓ Clock by Charles Dickens

Exercise 35: Holding My Breath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 36: Weeds of Falsehood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 37: Out of Doors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
From Emma by Jane Austen

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 7

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 38: Some Brief Memory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
From Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

Exercise 39: Equidistant Pennies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
From Amusements in Mathematics by Henry Ernest Dudeney

Exercise 40: The Haircut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58
From Emma by Jane Austen

Exercise 41: Trapping Words. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59
From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller

Exercise 42: Nature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
A Poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Exercise 43: Foggʼs Riches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61
From Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne

Exercise 44: The Order of the Houses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 45: Toothbrush and Nailbrush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63
From Letters of Franz Liszt by Franz Liszt

Exercise 46: Harvest on the Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 47: The Bicycle Salesman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
From Amusements in Mathematics by Henry Ernest Dudeney

Exercise 48: The Hat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 49: Deduce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 50: Changes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68
From Mansfield Park by Jane Austen

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 8

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 51: Good Company. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69
From Letters of Franz Liszt by Franz Liszt

Exercise 52: To a Skylark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
A Poem by William Wordsworth

Exercise 53: A New Coat for Father  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
From Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi

Exercise 54: Out of a Cave  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 55: Admire the Scenery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 56: The Skipping-Rope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
From The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Exercise 57: Hot on the Trail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 58: Looking for Boats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 59: Thunderstorm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .77
From The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens

Exercise 60: A Suit of Clothes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 61: August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79
From The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

Exercise 62: Statue of a Frenchman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 63: Composed Upon Westminster Bridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81
A Poem by William Wordsworth

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 9

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 64: A Good Pastry Cook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 65: Paramount Importance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 66: Progress and Guessing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84
From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller

Exercise 67: God Employs Little Things. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 68: Agree in Number. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86
Exercise 69: Thanks for the Harvest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87
By Laura Ingalls Wilder

Exercise 70: The Ocean Course. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88
From Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne

Exercise 71: Journey Mercies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .89
From The Life and Diary of David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards, ed. 

Exercise 72: Courteous to Aunts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90
From Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Exercise 73: Breathes There the Man  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .91
A Poem by Sir Walter Scott

Exercise 74: Why Is the World So Beautiful if Not for Us? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .92
By Laura Ingalls Wilder

Exercise 75: Love of Money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93
Exercise 76: First Thing in The Morning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .94
From The Practice of Piety by Lewis Bayly

Exercise 77: The Name on the Shield  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 10

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 78: Day of the Week  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96
From Amusements in Mathematics by Henry Ernest Dudeney

Exercise 79: The Grindstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .97
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 80: Horse Owners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .98
From Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

Exercise 81: What the Sun Saw. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99
From Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Exercise 82: Rip Van Winkleʼs Dog  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100
From The Sketch Book by Washington Irving

Exercise 83: Daffodils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101
A Poem by William Wordsworth

Exercise 84: The Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 85: Forego and Give Up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .103
From The Life and Diary of David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards, ed. 

Exercise 86: Distribute One Million  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104
From Amusements in Mathematics by Henry Ernest Dudeney

Exercise 87: Psalm 32  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .105
Exercise 88: Mud Spatters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .106
From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Exercise 89: Provisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .107
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 90: The Historianʼs Responsibility  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .108
By Theodore Parker

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 11

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 91: Robin Quarrels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 92: Robin Nests. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 93: Pliable Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .111
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 94: Peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .112
A Poem by Henry Vaughan

Exercise 95: Influence for Good  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 96: First Night Stranded  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .114
From The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss

Exercise 97: A Season of Prayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115
From The Life and Diary of David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards, ed. 

Exercise 98: Barrels of Honey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .116
From Amusements in Mathematics by Henry Ernest Dudeney

Exercise 99: The Footprint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .117
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 100: Poor Richardʼs Almanac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118
From The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin

Exercise 101: Condolences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .119
A Letter by Abraham Lincoln

Exercise 102: Stanleyʼs Courage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .120
From Wonders of the Tropics by Henry Davenport Northrop

Exercise 103: Salvaging Iron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 12

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 104: Home-Thoughts from Abroad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .122
A Poem by Robert Browning

Exercise 105: The Bell of Justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 106: Nature Study   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124
From The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Exercise 107: The Most Important Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125
From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller

Exercise 108: Two Houses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126
From Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe

Exercise 109: Plans for Colin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127
From The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Exercise 110: Mercy on a Mouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 111: Holman Hunt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .129
From Pictures Every Child Should Know by Mary Schell Hoke Bacon

Exercise 112: The Title Deed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 113: The Rich Treasure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131
From The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

Exercise 114: Common Sense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132
A Poem by James Thomas Fields

Exercise 115: The Lionʼs Voice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133
From Wonders of the Tropics by Henry Davenport Northrop

Exercise 116: The Babies  ̓Names . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 13

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 117: A Night in Prison. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 118: Dependent on God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
From The Life and Diary of David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards, ed. 

Exercise 119: The Angel in the Stone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .137
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 120: Learning Outdoors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .138
From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller

Exercise 121: Native Rabbit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
From Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne

Exercise 122: Athletic Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140
From Jo s̓ Boys by Louisa May Alcott

Exercise 123: An Old Woman of the Roads  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141
A Poem by Padraic Colum

Exercise 124: Winter Near the Wild Wood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142
From The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame

Exercise 125: Swimming for Father  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143
From Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi

Exercise 126: After Ten Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .144
From The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss

Exercise 127: The Officer Helps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .145
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 128: God Does All Things Well  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .146
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 129: The Banquet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .147
From The Reluctant Dragon by Kenneth Grahame

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Book Three, 14

Contents (cont.)
Spelling Wisdom, Book Three

Exercise 130: Flamingoes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .148
From Wonders of the Tropics by Henry Davenport Northrop

Exercise 131: Benjamin Franklin and Electricity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .149
From Swinton s̓ Advanced Fourth Reader

Exercise 132: Robert Bruce and the Spider. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150
A Poem by Eliza Cook

Exercise 133: Working for Father  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152
From Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi

Exercise 134: Dorothy Prepares to Travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .153
From The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum

Exercise 135: Straight Paths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154
From The Life of Jesus Christ for the Young by Richard Newton

Exercise 136: The Gettysburg Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .155
A Speech by Abraham Lincoln

Exercise 137: Escape . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .156
From Fifty Famous People by James Baldwin

Exercise 138: First Composition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .157
From Fifty Famous People by James Baldwin

Exercise 139: How the Leaves Came Down . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .158
A Poem by Susan Coolidge

Exercise 140: 1 Corinthians 13  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .160
Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .161
Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163

http://www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com


www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com Spelling Wisdom, Introduction, 4

Introduction

A Word about Dictation
Just as Charlotte Mason taught handwriting in the context of an interesting passage or text, so she taught 

spelling, not in isolated lists of words but in the context of useful and beautiful language.
We can present the child with a list of words to learn, such as: “am, will, can, I, ought.” How much more 

pleasant to rearrange that list of words into an inspiring or interesting thought, like Charlotte Mason s̓ motto for 
students: “I am, I can, I ought, I will.”

Charlotte used this principle with prepared dictation to teach spelling, beginning in about the third or fourth 
grade. In prepared dictation, the student is given a passage to study before he is required to write it—the chief 
objective being to write it correctly. 

Miss Mason believed that “the gift of spelling depends upon the power the eye possesses to ʻtake  ̓(in a 
photographic sense) a detailed picture of a word; and this is a power and habit which must be cultivated in 
children from the first. When they have read ʻcat,  ̓they must be encouraged to see the word with their eyes shut, 
and the same habit will enable them to image ʻThermopylae.ʼ”

She discouraged teachers from allowing their students to see a word incorrectly spelled, for “once the 
eye sees a misspelt word, that image remains; and if there is also the image of the word rightly spelt, we are 
perplexed as to which is which.”

Of course, students will not spell every word correctly every time, therefore, it becomes “the teacherʼs 
business to prevent false spelling, and, if an error has been made, to hide it away, as it were, so that the 
impression may not become fixed.”

“Dictation lessons, conducted in some such way as the following, usually result in good spelling.”

(Quotations from Home Education, pp. 240, 241)
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How to Use
Spelling Wisdom

1. Once or twice a week give your student a dictation exercise you want him to learn. Simply print or copy 
the exercise from this book. (You have permission to duplicate the exercises for use within your immediate 
household.)

2. Look through the exercise together and identify the words that you or the student thinks needs his 
attention in order to spell them confidently.

3. Instruct the student to study the identified words—one at a time—until he is sure he can spell every word 
in the exercise. This study period may take anywhere from a few minutes to several days, depending on the 
length of the exercise and the needs of the student. Set aside a little time each day for brief but consistent study 
of the exercise as needed. (See below for how to study a word.)

4. When the student is confident that he can spell every word in the exercise, dictate the passage to him one 
phrase at a time, saying the phrase only once. Pause after each phrase is spoken to allow him time to write it. 
Keep a careful eye on his efforts. If a word is misspelled, quickly cover it with a small self-stick note so its false 
spelling wonʼt be engraved in the studentʼs mind.

5. After the dictation is complete, the student should study any words that he misspelled and, when he is 
ready, write the words correctly on the self-stick notes. 

How to Study a Word
You may want to work with younger or uncertain students to teach them how to study an unfamiliar 

word, as outlined below. Older students or students more accustomed to using the method below may study 
independently.

• Copy the word carefully, making sure it is spelled correctly.
• Look at the word until you can close your eyes and see it spelled correctly in your mind.
• Practice writing the word only if the teacher is nearby to immediately erase any misspellings.

Along with Charlotteʼs method of visualizing the word, we might add one or two study techniques for 
students who like to use their other senses in the learning process.

• Say the letters aloud in order while looking at the word.
• “Write” the word with your first finger on a sheet of paper or other smooth surface, being careful to look at 

the word and spell it correctly.
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About Spelling Wisdom 

When I read about Charlotte Masonʼs method of using prepared dictation to teach spelling, I loved the idea 
and wanted to use it. But I was concerned about missing some necessary words as I selected dictation passages 
to use. I felt very secure using my traditional spelling lists that I knew included the most frequently used words 
in the English language, which my children definitely needed to learn to spell.

So I decided to try to combine the two: dictation exercises that I could be sure included the most frequently 
used words in the English language. The Spelling Wisdom series is the result of that effort. 

The five books  ̓exercises become progressively longer and contain more difficult words as you work through 
the series. Each book contains 140 exercises. If you cover two exercises per week, you should be able to finish 
a Spelling Wisdom book in a little less than two school years. Charlotte began dictation exercises with students 
around the third or fourth grade. With that schedule in mind, here is a rough model of which books correspond 
to which grades:

Grades 3–4 Book One
Grades 5–6 Book Two
Grades 7–8 Book Three
Grades 9–10 Book Four
Grades 11–12 Book Five

Content
The exercises cover a broad range of subjects and topics to reinforce Charlotte s̓ love of a full and generous 

education. Because the books are not thematic, you can use and benefit from the exercises no matter what you 
may be studying in other school subjects. 

I wanted to keep Miss Masonʼs high standards for beautiful thoughts and engaging narratives, so the sources 
of these exercises are speeches, letters, and quotations of famous people; excerpts from historical documents; 
descriptions of historical people and events; poetry; Scripture; excerpts from great literature; and selections 
from old readers and books for young people. Most of the passages were written prior to 1900. (I did find it 
necessary to write a few original exercises that involved the more modern words, like “infrastructure” and 
“computer.”) Each bookʼs bibliography and table of contents will provide more specific information as to which 
sources were used.

The 6,000 most-frequently-used English words included in these exercises are taken from A General Service 
List of English Words by Michael West (Longman, London 1953) and The Academic Word List by Coxhead 
(1998, 2000). We have also included more than 6,500 other words that we think well-educated children should 
know. These bonus words are in addition to those on the lists, making a total of more than 12,500 English words 
covered in the Spelling Wisdom series of books. 
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About Spelling Wisdom (cont.)

Index
The index in the back of each Spelling Wisdom book will give you a list of all the words included in that 

bookʼs exercises. If you want to concentrate on or review a particular word, just look in the bookʼs index to find 
any other exercises that use it. The index should also prove to be a friendly help if you spot a word or two in the 
childʼs written narrations that need some attention. You can easily find and assign a dictation exercise that uses 
the word in question and reinforces its correct spelling.

Spelling Variations
You may have noticed that the older writings contain some different spellings than we use today. For 

example, in Charlotte Masonʼs Home Education passage quoted at the beginning of this introduction, the word 
we spell today as “misspelled” was originally spelled “misspelt.” Because the main objective of dictation is 
correct spelling, I updated such older words to modern spelling.

Two versions of the Spelling Wisdom series are available: American and British. The British version contains 
the British spelling preferences that Iʼm aware of. If I overlooked a possible alternate spelling, you can easily 
write your preferred spelling on the printed sheet that you give your student. (Then would you please e-mail us 
with the details of the change, or any other corrections, so I can change it in the book? Just contact us at
http://simplycm.com/contact. Thank you!)

Poetry Variations
Many poets “take liberties” with word spellings in order to make the words fit in their assigned poetical 

places. Several of the poetry selections in these dictation exercises contained contracted words, such as “oʼer” 
instead of “over.” Since the goal of dictation is correct spelling, and missing letters donʼt help us reach that goal, 
I replaced contracted words with their spelled-out versions. You can easily enjoy the original form of the poems 
in your regular poetry studies, but for dictation purposes I thought the prudent path was to display the words 
correctly spelled.

Punctuation Variations
Because Charlotte advocated dictating “with a view to the pointing [punctuation], which the children are 

expected to put in as they write,” I have attempted to edit the punctuation of the older passages to bring them 
more closely into conformity with modern punctuation guidelines. Encourage the children to make sure they are 
familiar with where the capital letters and punctuation marks go in their assigned exercises, even as they make 
sure they can spell all the words. 

It is my hope that this collection of dictation exercises will make your journey more enjoyable and your path 
a little smoother on the “royal road to spelling.”

(Quotations from Home Education, pp. 241, 242)
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Exercise 4
The Face of a Man

From Wreck of the Golden Mary by Charles Dickens

I admire machinery as much as any man and am as thankful to it as any man can be 
for what it does for us. But it will never be a substitute for the face of a man, with his soul 
in it, encouraging another man to be brave and true.
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Exercise 9
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into 
judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.
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Exercise 14
Make Progress

By Sir Winston Churchill

Every day you may make progress. Every step may be fruitful. Yet there will stretch 
out before you an ever-lengthening, ever-ascending, ever-improving path. You know you 
will never get to the end of the journey. But this, so far from discouraging, only adds to 
the joy and glory of the climb. 
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Exercise 129
The Banquet

From The Reluctant Dragon by Kenneth Grahame

Banquets are always pleasant things, consisting mostly, as they do, of eating and 
drinking; but the specially nice thing about a banquet is that it comes when something s̓ 
over and thereʼs nothing more to worry about and tomorrow seems a long way off. St. 
George was happy because there had been a fight and he hadnʼt had to kill anybody; 
for he didnʼt really like killing, though he generally had to do it. The dragon was happy 
because there had been a fight, and so far from being hurt in it, he had won popularity 
and a sure footing in society. The Boy was happy because there had been a fight, and in 
spite of it all, his two friends were on the best of terms. And all the others were happy 
because there had been a fight, and—well, they didnʼt require any other reasons for their 
happiness. The dragon exerted himself to say the right thing to everybody and proved the 
life and soul of the evening; while the Saint and the Boy, as they looked on, felt that they 
were only assisting at a feast of which the honor and the glory were entirely the dragonʼs. 
But they didnʼt mind that, being good fellows, and the dragon was not in the least proud 
or forgetful. On the contrary, every ten minutes or so he leaned over towards the Boy and 
said impressively: “Look here! You will see me home afterwards, wonʼt you?” And the 
Boy always nodded, though he had promised his mother not to be out late.
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Exercise 136
The Gettysburg Address 

By Abraham Lincoln

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.

 Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation 
so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting place for those who 
here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this.

 But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow 
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember 
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather, 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so 
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us: that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and 
that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the 
earth.
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 Exercise 139
How the Leaves Came Down

By Susan Coolidge

“Iʼll tell you how the leaves came down,”
The great tree to his children said,
“Youʼre getting sleepy, Yellow and Brown,
Yes, very sleepy, little Red.
It is quite time to go to bed.”

“Ah!” begged each silly, pouting leaf,
“Let us a little longer stay;
Dear Father Tree, behold our grief;
It is such a very pleasant day
We do not want to go away.”

So, for just one more merry day
To the great tree the leaflets clung,
Frolicked and danced, and had their way,
Upon the autumn breezes swung,
Whispering all their sports among,—

“Perhaps the great tree will forget,
And let us stay until the spring,
If we all beg, and coax, and fret.”
But the great tree did no such thing;
He smiled to hear their whispering.

“Come, children, all to bed,” he cried;
And ere the leaves could urge their prayer,
He shook his head, and far and wide,
Fluttering and rustling everywhere,
Down sped the leaflets through the air.

(continued on next page)
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I saw them; on the ground they lay,
Golden and red, a huddled swarm,
Waiting till one from far away,
White bedclothes heaped upon her arm,
Should come to wrap them safe and warm.

The great bare tree looked down and smiled,
“Good-night, dear little leaves,” he said.
And from below each sleepy child
Replied, “Good-night,” and murmured,
“It is so nice to go to bed!”
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