
The Jeweled Astrolabe –  



“Living in Europe, I'm privileged to have walked in the footsteps of Gavriel, or, more accurately, to 
have allowed Gavriel to walk in my footsteps.  I live just exactly where Gavriel and his Uncle 
Reuven cross the Rhine River and enter Germanic territory on their way to make their fortune.  
Daily I pass remnants of Roman roads and forest tracks that served as highways during the 
Middle Ages.  My surroundings helped me to envision these Jewish traders' journey while writing 
The Jeweled Astrolabe.  It was also my pleasure to incorporate the fascinating things I learned, 
during research about the delicate balance among Jews, Christians and Muslims in Spain during 
the Middle Ages.”    

 
Beneath the Cat’s Claw –  

“As I stood in a Paris museum, gazing into a glass case containing the chipped shaving bowl of 

Maximilian Robespierre, I realized that this infamous man must have had an approachable 

human side - an everyday life like yours and mine.  Weaving what I learned about that life 

together with what is already well known about his murderous political career produced the 

backdrop for my novel, Beneath the Cat's Claw.  Many remnants survive of Josette's Paris; they 

can be seen in museums and archives and the grand, silent buildings that witnessed the 

atrocities of the French Revolution.”  


