FREFACE

one of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. The method

of study was aa follews: Stedents were expeeted to read each
bessom canefully before class, and toowrite et their answers to the
questions, Then, at tie Hme of the week when the class met, hese an
swers were recited and discussed. When s wrong —or imadeguate—
answer was given, the author did not immediately issue a definitive
carmectinn. Rather, members of the clas were encounaged to evalw
aby, criticize, and alterpt to fosimilate the n'ghl amwer. 1o this waly
they leamed to think out the mmplications of the dectrine being stwed-
ied. The goal was to lead the class fieough discusion to a sharp dis
erimination between true and untrse, adequate and insdequate
anFwess,

It will be noted that Heee are diagrams included in appendies.
These are not referred to at any predetenmined point o the et It i
expected that the instructor will bring these into wse whenever the dis-
cussion warrants, in order to help the students to grasp the intemrela-
tion of the doctrines being studied. 1F is the conviction of the author
Huat there 15 @ aystem of doctrine tanght in the Bible. 1t is this sytem
that this workbook aims b inenleate. These diagrams were helpful in
the original indarnee, They were referred to again and again ontil they
were theronghly understond by the students.

If there is any value in this sadv—and in the llnstrations that go
with it=—=the “catechism kids™ of the Mangere Reformed Chureh of
Avckland deserve much of the credit, They weee a never failing en
consagement b the author i we worked through these lessons tagether,

Thib catechism study was written while the author was pastor of
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QUESTION 1

Question 1 What is the chief end of man?

Ansener Man's chief end is to glorify God" and to en-
joy him forever?

1. Wiheiher theretone ye eat. o drink, of whatsoever ye do, do 2l 1o the
glory of God {1 Cor, 10:31), Thoa ast worihy, O Lo, to receive olory
and honowr and power for thow hast created all things, and fos thy
Measie they are and were created (Rev, 4:11)

2. Whom have | in hegven bt thee? and there 5 none upon earth thal i
diesing beside thee, My Tlesh and my heart [aleth: bat God is 1
strength of my b, and my pachon 1or sy (P, 73:25-261

of human Beings, And this reason cannat be foaznd i man

himselfl This s so beeanse Cod erented man. God created
man in his own image. And man, 0 onginally cremted, was o true -
age of God becanse he was God-contered rather than self~centered
His one thonght and desire, before gin mined everything, was o serve
Cod and to take delight in him, When man (Adam) first sinned
against God, all was changed. Instead of thinking about how great and
wonderful Gad is, e began to think about lnmself. He began fo think
of what it would be fike if he (Adame) himsell conbd be groat, and of
how hie could enjoy himself

i coording bo the Catechismn, there is noreason for the existence

THE TWO MIND-SETS

Le:t v try do show the difference between these two sibtsons, Figune
1.1 represents man (Adam) as origivally created, 18 stwoows that all fhe ac-
fivities of life were performed in the sendee and enfovment of Gl Fig-
uee 1.2 represents man [ Ellen) aswe now find bim s, B shoos that
all the activities of life are pesformed o ihe sendce and enjoyment of self!
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It &8 guite true, of cousse, tat M ae people whe do not Live
ter glonify God and te enjoy ham who do nat seem to belong fo the
descnption given m figure L2 They may devele thenselves b var-
o things which seem not to be selfconmered. A man may devote
bemaedF by the sepace of his contey, B example, COr pediaps a2 man
will seck “the good of humanity,” There have been thoe who have
v by thee ddes of “the greatest gond for the greatest mumber (of
peaple),” Bul, in seality, this boo i esally the same conception of
bife that we find in fgure 1.2, Itis the same hecause it is not Cod.
centered, and it 15 man-centered, The person whie secks e ipavenc] sl
rian s his chicl end s really secking his own pood, for the simple
reasan that he ioo b a man! 5o, 6 1w only the Christian {ile person
wli muly believes in the Lord Jesus Ghristh whi can glarify God and
enjoy lum feever. And the Gt section of the Catechism will show
o we cam become Godscomersd l]Eﬂll]E whiy ,g!I:IIIF_I.' Giod and en-
jov him forever,

GLOEIFYING LOD

Tar “horify CGoad”™ does not mcan "t make God gloriens.” Gad al-
teaily i glorious. He has been glogious friom all eternity, and nothing

Waesltion 1

ereated by God can ever make linn mare glorions than he aleeady s
To “glonfy God™ nmast therefore be understood this way: it means b
reflect God's glory. We see this in Psalm 191, “The heavens declan
the glory of God: and the firrmarment sheweth his handywork” The
branatiful world that Casd has created is something like a mirror, IF
vou book into that “mirros” you can <ee the glory of God, The chiief
evl of the heavens and e earth, then, is te declae o sliow fortl the
glory of Cod. Bub in the case of men there i this difference: we are
fvited o do this became we want to do it The heavens cannot help
bt declare the glory of Gad. Bul we ase given the wonderful privi-
lepe of doing it becase we want todo i That iswhat Jesus did when
he was on carth in service to his Father, 1 have glorified thee an e
cartli: | have finished the work which thou gavest me lo da” (John
1740, He did whit Gad weinted him to do. He did it becanse he
warded to do it In this way Jesus glorificd God, and will enjoy him
forever!

Ay prople do o want 1o ghorify Gaod and enjoy him forever,
{In fact, none except these who come to repent of their sin and pul
their Bifh in Chnst ever do) Sinee there are many whodo not want
i glorify G, il oy seem ihat the Catechism is incomec] when i
s Haab “Man's chief end i to glorify God.™ But the Catechism 15 cog-
reet, Even if a person docs not want fo glosify God —even if a person
does not want o serve Cod willingly — he sl remnains subject o Cosd
"Hath mt the potter power over the clay” s Paal, “of the sme
lump to rmake one vesel unte lonoue, and asother unte dishonoe e
What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power
Lioroen, enchured with much longsuffering the vessels of weath fied to
destrction: and that he might make known the riches of his glory on
the vesscels of mercy, which hie had afore prepared ante glony” {Rom.
H2D-Z%), 1o other words, both the kst and the saved are indraments
by whech God's glary is revealed. By means of the one (ihose whis are
saved) Ged's merey can be seen and praised. By means of the ot
{ihese whio are losf) Caod's wrath and justice can b seen ol lopored
The diffesence & that in the cate of those whio are lost {wl o ol pe
el amd believe in Christ) G cavses Haem b glonify him oven
thotgh feey do not enjov 1. But in the case of thede wive dre wved
they come to wand to glorify God and ihey do eopoy him forever
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WHAT “CHIEF END™ MEANS

When tee Catechism speaks of “man’s chicf end” it mst not be
supposed that the true Christian life can be divided up into various
deparfments of compartments separaled the one from the other. [t is
true, of course, that e Clirkstian may have other "endi” (goals, aims,
purpases) in life otlser than what we call “religion™ Worship alone, in
otfier words, is ol e wlele of the Chiristian life, mor is “wilnesog
for Christ,” or "Christian senvice,” ete, Nor are we o suppose that if a
persan presches the gospel he necessarily glorifics Cod. Many
preachen preach fabse doctrine and do not glosify God. And many
Christians do their daily work in the factory or place of business in
sich a way that they do glosify Gad! The true view is that when a per-
som seeks 1o glorify God, s seeks at all times and in all activities alike
1o do that which is well pleasing in God's sght. Fathful work, and
whalesome recreation, are just as rusch a past of glorifying God as is
the worship of God on the Sabbath, or witnessing to an unbeliever. It
is no doubt true that some things that we do ase moee important than
other things. But the tue view of Christian discipleship is that whach
sees the whole of life as that which is ta be consciously lved unlo the
Temar of God, and in the serviee of his name?

Having sad that all of life is to be God-centered (fig, 113, we must
again emphasize the fact that ne man can possibly live sueh a God-
centered life wntil e is convered wito Christ In order to know fow
we ean glotify God and enjoy him forever, we must bearn the way of
sabvation taught in the Bible, We must leam “what man is to belicve
conceriing Cood, and what duty God requires of man.” To this we
shall devote our attention in the Clechism questions which fallow.

BEVIEW CIUESTIONS

What is meant by the word “chicf” in the Catechinm?
Whal i et by the woad "end”™ i the Catechism?

- What i necant by the word “glorib™

Why is man's chief eod what Sie Catechiam says that of is?
. Man, as nagginally oncated, was ~centered,

Man, as he became by sin, i centeeed.
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Question |

. What doowe encan by sieng that ihe tnue Chinstias e i God-centered?
. Whst would sose poople sl in the ceiter of gare 1.2 rather tham the

wond “self?”

. Why is this really just as bad?
10,
.

What dues “glonty Cod™ nof mean?

What is the difference betwern the way in which the heavens glorify
Coonl, and the way i which man sught to glarify God?

Do the wicked ghorify God? Explain

Is it peoper far & Christian i have obher "ends™ hesides the end of Eln-
rifymg Gal?

What depastimsents of lifie aught to serve the ghory of oo

Which i mare o the glory of Cod: 8 person who preaches, or a man
whao wosks in a fckny? Explain.



