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Introduction

You are about to embark upon an exciting journey. You will go to fascinating places
and meet some amazing people. You will hear stories of faith, courage, endurance, and
victory over seemingly impossible odds. You will experience wonderful stories and hear
challenging ideas that could truly change your life.

You are about to embark on a study of the story of mankind.
We hope to accomplish these goals with this curriculum:

1. We want to honor God. He made everything, and He has been extremely
good to us. We are thankful that we get to encourage families in their great
quest to rear children to the glory of God. To Him be all praise.

2. We want to help you understand world history, especially how God has
been at work in it. The story of our world is the story of what God has done
and what people made in His image have done. We find it a fascinating
story, and we hope you approach it with anticipation, eager to turn every
page and to learn something new.

3. We want to open your heart to some good books and to help you enjoy
reading. The books we have chosen are uplifting and worth reading. We
hope your eyes will flash and your pulse pound as the words and thoughts
leave the page and go into your life.

4. We want to help you understand the Bible better. We have placed a great
emphasis on the story of the Bible, from Old Testament times through the
period of the early church. The Bible studies included with the units are
intended to help you see how relevant the Bible is to the study of history and
to our lives today. The more you get into the Word, the more God will
change your life for the better.

5. It is our prayer that you will be a better person, a better Christian, for having
invested the time in this material. You will only get out of it what you put
into it, so give it your best and you will receive great blessings from it.

How We Present Scripture

The most important material in this curriculum are the studies from God’s Word. We
believe in the inspiration and authority of the Bible. Our desire is to present the Bible in all of
its truth, wisdom, and power. We have no denominational bias or agenda that lies behind
what we present. We strive in all we do simply to be Christians. We are on a relentless quest
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to understand the truth that God has presented in His word and in His creation. We believe
that eternal truth does exist, but we do not claim to know it all. If you read a statement or
thought that differs from what you believe, we humbly encourage you to study the Scriptures
with us to determine the truth. If you believe that we have written something in error, please
e-mail me so that we can learn together the truth that will set us free.

This has been a family project for us. I wrote most of the lessons and guided the overall
project. My wife, Charlene, and our older son, John, have contributed several lessons each. I
want to give a special thanks to John for his diligent search for pictures to include in the text.
His hard work in combing through many different sources has made the curriculum more
effective and enjoyable. Our oldest daughter, Bethany, wrote most of the review questions on
the lessons for the Quiz and Exam Book. Our second oldest daughter, Mary Evelyn (Mev),
wrote the Grammar Points. The five of us have all been involved in molding the curriculum.
Our three youngest children, Liz, Hannah, and Daniel, are still homeschooling and have
cheered us on to complete the project.

As we have worked on this curriculum, time and again we have seen God’s wisdom,
power, and love displayed in the story of mankind. We are convinced anew that Jesus really
is the answer for every individual and for human society. We see this curriculum as an
opportunity for us to make friends with other homeschooling families and to explore
together the wonderful story of world history. May God bless you.

Ray Notgrass
Gainesboro, Tennessee
ray@notgrass.com
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How to Use This Curriculum

We have tried to make this curriculum student-friendly and parent-friendly. A student
can complete it with as much or as little involvement by parents as the parents choose to give.

The curriculum provides credit in three high school subjects: world history, English
(world literature and composition), and Bible. Each of the 30 units has five lessons and
represents a week’s work. The unit introduction gives a brief overview of that unit, outlines
the lessons, tells you the books you will need for that unit, gives you the choices for your
writing assignment, and introduces you to the book you will be reading.

Compressing the history of the world into one year of study was a challenge, so we
have provided historical overviews along with focused lessons on key events, concepts, and
people. We have also included surveys of daily life and culture. The Bible study lessons allow
you to concentrate one day a week on the spiritual implications of what you have been
studying.

For each day, you will read the lesson, work on your writing assignment, and
complete all the reading assignments at a pace that will enable you to finish them in the
specified time. Reading assignments include several books of the Bible, thirteen full-length
books both old and new, and original sources from In Their Words.

Four of the lessons in each unit have a Bible Study Question. You can handle the
question however you wish. The student can simply think about it, or discuss it with his or
her family, or develop a complete written answer. Four lessons in each unit also have a
Grammar Point to help you write more correctly and effectively. The Grammar Point does
not have an assignment. We simply encourage you to put it into practice in your writing.

If you are using the Quiz and Exam Book daily, you will need to answer the questions
for each lesson. The Quiz and Exam Book also has a quiz on each unit and four exams over the
course of the study.

• The history credit involves reading the lessons and the original documents
(and answering the questions in the Quiz and Exam Book if that is the
approach you are taking).

• The English credit involves studying the grammar points, completing the
writing assignments, and reading the assigned books, as well as the poems,
hymns, and short stories in In Their Words. Let your enjoyment of the books
be a higher priority than worrying over details of plot, theme, vocabulary,
and so forth. Give yourself time to do well on the writing. Make each week’s
writing assignment an opportunity and not a chore.
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• The Bible credit involves answering the daily Bible Study Question (in your
mind, verbally, or on paper) and reading the Bible study lesson for each
unit. A considerable portion of the first third of the curriculum is Bible
history. These lessons are also included in the Bible credit.

We think that three hours per day should be enough time to complete all of the work.
Reading the books might require a bit more time if you read relatively slowly, and some
composition assignments might require more time; but three hours is a good daily average.

The Nation Project (Optional)

The Nation Project is a series of research and writing assignments that will help your
study of world history take on even more meaning by digging deeply into the story of one
country. It allows you to focus on one country (other than the United States) and to use it as
the basis for your writing assignments.

Several factors might influence your choice of what country to study. One or both of
your parents might have extended family in a foreign country. You or someone you know
might have done mission work in a particular country. You might have traveled to a foreign
country or plan to visit one. Perhaps a favorite book is set in a country that has always
fascinated you.

One choice for the writing assignment each week is intended to help you with this
Nation Project. The Nation Project assignments cover a wide range of historical and cultural
topics. If you do the Nation Project, you will probably want to keep a notebook or make a
directory on your computer so that all of your assignments about this country will be in one
place. Think seriously about whether this is the approach you want to take with the writing
assignments for the entire year. Look at the Nation Project assignments in each of the thirty
unit introductions to see whether this is something you would like to do. Make sure that you
can find information on all of the topics assigned before you select a country. Of course, you
might decide to do another writing assignment some weeks; and if at some point during the
year you change your mind about doing this project, you won’t have lost anything.


