r:!"-na . TR LTy e S
YOUNG READERS OF AMERICA* SELECTION
~

TO CALIFORNIA
BY COVERED WAGON
by GEORGE R. STEWART

During the spring of 1844, eleven covered
wagons headed westward from Council
Bluffs, lowa. Some fifty men, women and
children with their dogs and cats and a
herd of almost 100 cattle made up the cara-
van thar plodded slowly toward Califor-
nia.

The brave lictle group of pioneers had
as their leader Elisha Stevens. Another
member of their party wasseventeen-year-
old Mose Schallenberger, who kept a
journal of the trip. From the notes Mose
made more than a hundred years ago, Mr.
Stewart has drawn first-hand informarion
about the story of that remarkable jour-
ney and of the Stevens party—the first ever
to get wagons across the Sierra Nevada.
Today, whether you go to California by
air, rail or highway, you will follow the
faint lines of their wheel tracks along the
Humholdr and across the mountains.
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