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QUEEN VICTORIA
by NOEL STREATFEILD

The story of what happened at Kensing-
ton Palace on the morning of _[um: 10,
1837, is probably as well known in Eng-
land as the tale of Cinderella. At the early
hour of six o'clock the cighteen-y ear-old
Victoria was awakened and told that there
were visitors to sec her. With her fair
straight hair falling to her shoulders and a
cotton wrap over her nightgown, she went
downstairs—to learn thar she was Queen
of I_".ngland.

At the time of Victoria’s birth, few peo-
p!{, rl'u]u*rht that the uny prm{,c\h would
someday rule Great Britain. Yer the round-
cheeked, blue-eyved girl who succeeded
William IV to the throne pru'l.'::d to be a
great queen, and her 64-year reign is one
of the most celebraved in Lng:hhh history.

Noel Streatfeild has written an absorb-
ing account of the life and omes of Vie-
toria. Inita !Im'll‘lhl: msnvcnlnrfulpemns
who plaved an 1mp-u-rt:mt rtin Victoria's
life —her suspicious, foolish mother, her
strict German governess, her uncle and
self-appointed adviser, King Leopold of
Belgium, and the Inndmmc]"rlncc Albert
whom she loved so dearly and with whom
she shared many s 1|1p1. years.

Durmg Victoria’s rule the mnnan::hv
underwent a gradual change. The Sover-
cign hecame the symbol of the Empire,
which flourished economically, scienrifi-
cally and culturally. And the period in
which she lived came to be known as the
Vicrorian Ace. The story of Victoria's
life and ncmfnp]ishmcnts is indeed a fasci-
n'.l[‘_i:'lgr One.
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