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THE MARQUIS

DE LAFAYETTE:
BRIGHT SWORD FOR
FREEDOM

by HODDING CARTER

In the spring of 1824, American cities were
:lglmr with fireworks and their citizens
hoarse with cheering. The occasion was
the triumphn] tour of the aged Marquis de
Lafavette, who had won the affection of
Americans evervwhere.

This “hummzuming“ made a strange
contrast to Lafayette’s first visit to the
same shores, 47 years before. Then he had
been a shy sensitive youth, sadly disillu-
sioned by the suppression of freedom in
his native France.

In the American Declaration of Inde-

ndence he had re::ngnizcd a pmmiﬁc of
the freedom he loved. Accordingly, he
had pledged his honor, his grear fortune
and his sword to the cause of the Ameri-
can Revolurion.

In The Marquis de Lafayetee, Bright Sqword
for Freedow, Hodding Carter tells the dra-
maric story of the Frenchman who defied
his king to fighe for man’s freedom. Itisa
glowing picrure of the voung rebel wha
I"nurrhr or liberry on rwo continents and
became a hero of all freedom-lovi ing peo-
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