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OUR INDEPENDENCE
and the CONSTITUTION
by DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER

]_,w:n' day, tired express riders came dash-
mtr Nt ]-"luhdel]:rhlil from South Carolina,
Vermont, New York —all the thirteen colo-
nies—with messages for the delegatesto the
Second Continental Lunwrcm .Ml:hnuLh
the Congress had been in session at the
Srare House for overa year, no one seemed
to know what was ﬂmng on.

What did those messages say? What had
the dc!&&__am\ been doing all thar time?

No one dared to ask; :hnt is, no one but
Debby. She had often seen two of the del-
egates, old Doctor Benjamin Franklin and
yvoung Mr. Thomas Jefferson, pass her
house. So one dav she asked them, “What
do you do, all day long, every day? What
do vou do?"

To everyone's surprise, the two great
men wrote “A Report to Debby.” In it,
they rold her about their hopes and plnm.
But they didn't tell her what was going
o ]lnppcn on July gth, 1776 — just one
month away.

In Our Independence and the Constitution,
Dorothy Canfield Fisher givts us an excit-
ing Pi-.:‘urc of that first Independence Day
when ev ery bell in Philadelphia c!,.mﬁred
and upln. shoured and roared uneil thw
had no voices left. Even more f-t1rrmﬂ —and
more important to us today—is Mrs. Fish-
er's account of what h:lppc:ucd in 1787

Every American will read this sto
with 2 wish that he eould have lived in
those passion-filled days when our coun-
try was coming into bcmn‘ It will be read,
too, with a pleasant chill ‘of fear. For sup-
pose those men of 1776 and 1787 hadn’t
been so great and guml and pat:cnt and
wisc. Just suppose!
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