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Most bovs and girls in Grade 5 can read this
book themselves. Those in Grades 5 to 10 will find
it of compelling interest from beginning to end.

THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS

Indians! Stampeding buffalo! Wild ani-
mals! That was the Santa Fe Trail in 18z21!

And what a strange path this was! A
trapper left trail marks to guide those who
might come after him. The men of a mule
train brought back crude maps showing
shortcuts or places to avoid. Thus, a trail
was laid that stretcched westward from the
Missouri River, along the Arkansas, and
down into Santa Fe.

Thaose who first used it traveled on foot
or in mule trains, but in this story, we fol-
low the first wagon expedition to make
the journey.

The leader of the wagon train, Caprain
William Becknell, was a true pioncer—a
man of strong body and iron will. During
the rrip he met the usnal roubles of the
trail, and a few thar he hadn’c expecred.

The men of Becknell’s expedition were
all alike in their courage; yet they were
different in other ways. William Waolfskill,
who was later to extend the trail o Cali-
fornia, was quict and gentle. The boyish
Ohio Slim thought he was clever cnuugh
to outwit his ]-::ndcr. Instead, he learned
a good lesson in an amusing way. Ewing
Young was an excellent leader and a loyal
friend ro the Caprain. The other charac-
ters—pioneers, Spaniards and Indians—are
real Pcnplc, and inttrcxt{ng Ones, [oo.

Those who want to learn mlltcthing
about the fearless men of our early West
will find whar they are looking for in
this book.
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