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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

We at Living Book Press are extremely proud to bring 
you this release of Eyes and No Eyes, originally published 
by Cassell.

Some of the old images were not of a high enough 
quality to reprint so we have included some of the black 
and white images from the original as well as many high 
quality photographs to accompany the text throughout. 

Because this book represents a broad overview of the 
nature we will find around us the images may sometimes 
be of similar creatures and plants that are native to other 
regions than the United Kingdom where the story was first 
set. This is to help children appreciate that many animal 
and plant families share similar traits and can be found 
in many parts of the world, some may even be in their 
own backyard, as well as provide an opportunity for those 
who can’t access the great outdoors to see nature up close.

We hope these new editions bring a lot of joy to your 
homes, and that they will help children everywhere take 
a deeper look at the natural world surrounding them.

Living Book Press. 

2021.
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PREFACE.

These books are intended to interest children in country 
life. They are written in the simplest language, so as to 
be fit for each class to read aloud. But the information 
given in them requires explanation and illustration by 
the teacher. I have, in fact, tried to make each lesson the 
groundwork for oral teaching, in the course of which the 
children should be encouraged to observe, to bring in 
specimens, and to ask questions. Then when the chapter 
is read and re-read, as is the case with most school books, 
it will become part of the child’s own knowledge.

No one can be more aware than I am how very slight 
these outlines arc, and how much more might have been 
given if space permitted. But I hope that much is suggested, 
and a teacher who loves nature will fill in the gaps.

The charming illustrations will enable the children to 
identify the animals and plants mentioned.

Arabella B. Buckley
(Mrs. Fisher).
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LESSON I.

A FROG’S LIFE.

Croak, croak, croak, we hear the frogs in the month of
March. They make a great deal of noise in this month, 
because they are just awake from their winter’s sleep, at 
the bottom of the pond.

The mother frogs are laying their tiny dark eggs in the 
water. Each egg is not bigger than a grain of sand. But it 
has a coat of jelly, and this jelly swells and swells in the 
water, till it is as large as a pea, with a little black dot in 
the middle. The jelly lumps all cling together. You may 
see them in almost any pond, driven up to the side by 
the wind.

Soon the dark speck lengthens. A head grows at one 
end, and a tail at the other. The head has a mouth, but no 
eyes as yet. The tail has a fin all round it, and the tadpole 
wriggles about in its slimy bed.

In about a week it wriggles out of the jelly, and hangs 
by its mouth to the weeds. Then two curious tufts grow 
on each side of its head. It uses these tufts to breathe, by 
taking air out of the water. You can see them if you dip a 
glass into the pond and catch a few tadpoles.

By this time the tadpole has let go of the weed and 
is swimming about. A sharp beak has grown on to his 
mouth. He uses it to tear off pieces of weed to eat. Now 
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he grows eyes, nose-holes and flat ears. His tufts shrivel 
up, and a cover grows over them, so that you cannot see 
them. They are now like the gills of a fish. He gulps water 
in at his mouth and sends it out through the cover. As it 
passes, the gills take the air out of it, and so the tadpole 
breathes.

Soon two small lumps appear on each side of his body, 
behind the cover, just where it joins his tail. They grow 
larger and larger, till at last two hind legs come out. These 
legs grow very long and strong, and he uses them to swim. 
Two front legs are growing as well, but you cannot see 
them, because they are under the cover. In a few days 
these peep out, but they are short and stumpy.

Our tadpole has now four legs and a tail. He has four 
toes on the front feet, and five toes on the hind feet, with 
a skin between the toes. So his hind legs are web-footed, 
and this helps him to swim.

He comes to the top of the water much more often 
than before, and sends a bubble of air out of his mouth. 
What do you think has happened? The gills under his cover 
have closed up, and a small air-bag has grown inside him. 
So he comes up to breathe in the air through his mouth, 
instead of taking it out of the water through his gills.

Now he likes to jump on a piece of weed and sit in the 
shade. He does not want his tail any longer, for he can 
swim quite well with his legs. So his tail is slowly sucked 
in to feed his body.

There you have your little frog. If you look through 
the web of his foot at the sun, you will see that he has 



5



6

red blood now. But it is not warm blood like ours. He is 
always cold and clammy, because his blood moves slowly.

He has a number of teeth in the top of his mouth, and 
such a curious tongue. It is tied down to the front of his 
mouth, and the tip, which is very sticky, lies back down 
his throat. He does not eat weed now. He feeds on insects 
and slugs. He catches them by throwing out his tongue 
and drawing it back very quickly.

He lives chiefly on land during the summer if he is 
not eaten by ducks, rats, or snakes. Then he drops to the 
bottom of the pond to sleep in the mud all the winter.

dragon-fly

life cycle of a frog.
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