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PREFACE

This book is intended to lay a proper foundation for the student’s effectiveness in communi-
cating with the English language. The student will learn the basics of English grammar, in-
cluding the definition and usage of verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and other parts of
speech. In addition, the student will examine how these are to be properly used in phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and composition. The Applications of Grammar seties is de-
signed to develop students’ skills in using the rules of grammar to communicate effectively
for the glory of God.

While some today would discard the need for grammar, this text affirms that the learning of
grammatical rules and their proper usage is foundational to good communication. The dis-
tinctions between words, their relation to each other in a sentence, and the rules that govern
language are the basic building blocks of writing well.

This text is designed to be read carefully by the student so that he may review the grammar
knowledge he has already learned and build upon it with new skills. Each lesson should be
read carefully and reviewed as necessary. Some of the words used in the text may be new to
the student’s vocabulary, and their spelling unfamiliar. Therefore, a glossary and index are
located at the back of this volume to provide students and teachers with additional reference
material.

Many of the lessons will require use of a dictionary. While an unabridged dictionary would
be useful, a standard, full-sized, collegiate-level dictionary will be more useful. Small, pocket-
size, or greatly abridged desktop editions will likely not provide the amount of information
which the student will need to complete many of the lessons in this book. It would also be
helpful if the student had access to a set of encyclopedias or other reference works. These will
be useful in the several writing assignments included in this textbook. If your school or home
does not have adequate resources of this nature, you should visit your local library.

THE AUTHOR AND EDITOR

Garry J. Moes is a free-lance writer, textbook author, and editorial communications con-
sultant from Murphys, California. He earned his B.A. in journalism from Michigan State Uni-
versity, East Lansing Michigan, and did postgraduate research at Scandinavian Christian
University’s Nordic College of Journalism in Sweden. He was a writer, reporter, and editor for
The Associated Press for twenty-one years, and has been an essayist, international correspon-
dent, and executive editor for several Christian periodicals.

Edward J. Shewan is Managing Editor for Christian Liberty Press. He graduated from Val-
paraiso University in 1974. After a year of mission work in Africa, he attended the Moody Bi-
ble Institute’s Advanced Studies Program in 1976. Subsequently, he served in Chicago city
churches for ten years. In 1983 he graduated from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School with
an M.Div. degree. He has also done free-lance editing for David C. Cook Publishing (now
Cook Communications Ministries) and has served over twelve years as a writer and editor for
Christian Liberty Press. Ed and his wife Belit have three daughters and live in Streamwood,
Illinois. He is the author of How to Study: A Practical Guide from a Christian Perspective, pub-
lished by Christian Liberty Press.



iv Applications Of Grammar Book One

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I ntroductwn

Umt 1 Start with Words

LESSON 1: WORDS THAT NAME—NOUNS - - - - - -« « o e e e et 1
LESSON 2: WORDS THAT SUBSTITUTE—PRONOUNS - - -« -« «  «cwmmme e 5
LESSON 3: WORDS THAT ASSERT—VERBS - - - - - « -« c < e e e me e e oo oo 7
LESSON 4: WORDS THAT MODIFY—ADJECTIVES - -« =« v e oo e oo oo 10
LESSON 5: WORDS THAT MODIFY—ADVERBS - - - =« « -« « o oo oo 13
LESSON 6: WORDS THAT RELATE—PREPOSITIONS - - - -« -~ -~ « o oo oo e 17
LESSON 7: WORDS THAT JOIN—CONJUNCTIONS - -« =« - -« - -« oo oo 20
LESSON 8: WORDS THAT EXCLAIM—INTERJECTIONS - - « - = - - oo e oo e oo - 27

LESSON 9: UNIT REVIEW -

Unit ZI‘iBuiidmg Sentences

LESSON 10: WHAT MAKES A SENTENCE? - - - -« « et e oo 33
LESSON 11: SUBJECTS AND PREDICATES -« - -« <« e e oo et oo 36
LESSON 12: MORE ABOUT SUBJECTS AND PREDICATES - -« - « -« -« - - o oo e 38
LESSON 13: COMPOUND SUBJECTS AND PREDICATES - - - « - = -« « - o oo e 41
LESSON 14: SIMPLE AND COMPOUND SENTENCES - - - « - -« - <« oo ee e 43
LESSON 15: SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCES - - - - - - <« o v oo e 46
LESSON 16: FUNCTION OF SENTENCES - - « - <« o« e e oo e oo 49

LESSON 17: UNIT REVIEW

Unit 3 Sentence Design

LESSON 18: SENTENCE DESIGN A - - - oo c e e e e e e e e i e e e e 55
LESSON 19: SENTENCE DESIGN B« - - - - - -« « cx e e e e oo e e oo e 58
LESSON 20: SENTENCE DESIGN C - - - - v m e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e 61
LESSON 21: SENTENCE DESIGN D - - - - - v v e e e e e e e e e e 64
LESSON 22: SENTENCE DESIGN E - - - - -« «cmmm e mee e e e e e e 66
LESSON 23: COMPOUNDS IN SENTENCE DESIGNS - - - - - o v s e e i em e e 69
LESSON 24: UNIT REVIEW - - - - -« -« - o oo ee e et e e e et e e e e 73

Unit 4 Forming Phrases

LESSON 25: ADJECTIVE PHRASES - - - - -« - o mc e oo e e e e e 78
LESSON 26: ADVERB PHRASES - - - - -« -« e o m e et ee e e e 80
LESSON 27: NOUN PHRASES - - -« « = -« « e e e e e e e e e e e e e 83
LESSON 28: MISPLACED PHRASES - - - « <« = m # e eeoe et e e e e 85
LESSON 29: PREPOSITIONS OR ADVERBS? - - - - -« « -« o e e e e e oo e e 87

LESSON 30: UNIT REVIEW - - - - - - - o« «  cee ot et e oo e e 88



Unit 5§ Do They Agree? -

LESSON 31: SINGULAR AND PLURAL (NUMBER) - -« ccmmm e e e e e e e e e e e e m o - 91
LESSON 32: PERSON - - - = - = = = = =« o e e e et e et e e e e e e e e e e 94
LESSON 33: SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT ----cmcmimm i i e iemcemme e me e s 96
LESSON 34: STUMBLING OVER PHRASES AND COMPOUNDS - - - e e e e m e e a m 98
LESSON 35: VERBS WITH INDEFINITE PRONOUNS --vrvrcccaaa-. e 101
LESSON 36: OTHER PROBLEMS WITH AGREEMENT - - mm e e e e e e e e e 104
LESSON 37: UNIT REVIEW - - o e i e a - - m e m e e o 107
Unit 6 Using Words - ... 111
LESSON 38: THE DICTIONARY - - - - = = < <« o e mm e e et eeeee e e 111
LESSON 39: SYNONYMS - - - - - - = =« ot e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eme e e 118
LESSON 40: ANTONYMS - - - - - - -« = = = = = o e e e e e e e e e e meeme e mmmeemmme 119
LESSON 41: HOMONYMS AND HOMOGRAPHS -----rcemmimmiinnmmmnmmmmae 121
LESSON 42: UNIT REVIEW - - - - -« - oo e e o et e e oot e e oo 127

Unit 7 Using Pronouns
LESSON 43: USING PERSONAL PRONOUNS AS SUBJECTS

AND SUBJECT COMPLEMENTS - - - v m i e i m e e et it i i e e e m s 132
LESSON 44: USING PERSONAL PRONOUNS ASOBJECTS -------cmmmmm e 135
LESSON 45: PERSONAL PRONOUNS AS APPOSITIVES
AND OBJECTIVE COMPLEMENTS - -- - o m s 139
LESSON 46: POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS - - -ccrem i i i ciic e cemdcmmmmsm e mmmmm 140
LESSON 47: INDEFINITE AND RECIPROCALPRONOUNS --c-mmmmmme e e e e 143
LESSON 48: INTERROGATIVE AND DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS --vremmcccnannn 147
LESSON 49: COMPOUND PRONOUNS - - - cceme i et mmmmmmnmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 151
LESSON 50: PRONOUN-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT --cvcmcmi i iaiciiemmmmmn 154
LESSON 51: UNIT REVIEW - - - - - - - - o oo o e oo e e e 157
Unit 8 Using Verbs - .. 161
LESSON 52: PRINCIPAL PARTSOF VERBS - - - ccm e e e e i imssmcmmmnmmm o m 161
LESSON 53: TENSE AND PERSONOFVERBS ------emmmi e e e cdeemcmmmmm s 167
LESSON 54: VOICE OF VERBS - - - - - - = = = = o o o e e e e et eeeee e 171
LESSON 55: TONE OF VERBS - - - = = = = = = = = e e e et e oo o 176
LESSON 56: UNIT REVIEW - - - - - -« c o m s e oo e e oo e et 181

Unit 9 Using Modifiers

LESSON 57: MODIFIERS FOLLOWING VERBS - - - - - - e o m e i ee i e i 185
LESSON 58: MODIFIERS ENDING IN =LY - - ccm e mm e e e e ee e e e e e 187
LESSON 59: DEGREES OF COMPARISON (ADJECTIVES) - - - - - - - e s m e e e e e e e e e 189
LESSON 60: DEGREES OF COMPARISON (ADVERBS) - --- oo immcmim i ia e 191
LESSON 61: GOOD AND WELL - - - - e - m e e e e e e e e e d e e e mdmm e memmm e m e 192
LESSON 62: OTHER PROBLEMS WITH MODIFIERS - --- v nmc i mmimae e e e iiee e m 196

LESSON 63: COMPARING ABSOLUTES - - - -« < - - -« m o m e e mem e mee e e e e e o 199



vi Applications Of Grammar Book One

LESSON 64: UNIT REVIEW - - - =« - - o o o e ce e e e oo e e e e s 201
Unit 10 Using Punctuation & Capitalization --..........._. 205
LESSON 65: USING COMMAS TO SEPARATE - - - =« =« = = = oo o oo e eeeee e e 205
LESSON 66: USING COMMAS TO INTRODUCE ORENCLOSE - - -« - -« oo c e e e 210
LESSON 67: SEMICOLONS AND COLONS - - - = = ===« = o e oo e e e emee oo e e e 213
LESSON 68: ENDING MARKS - - - = = = = = = - o m e e em e e e oo e a e 217
LESSON 69: APOSTROPHES AND QUOTATION MARKS - - - - - oo mem e 221
LESSON 70: CAPITALIZATION - - - - - - - -« m e mee e e e e e e e e e eeeea e e e e 225
LESSON 71: UNIT REVIEW - - « = - o o o mm e e e e e e e i a e 229

Unit 11 Writing Skills .

LESSON 72: FORMING PARAGRAPHS - - - - - - = =« o e o o e mee ot ee e 233
LESSON 73: SELECTING A SUBJECT - - - - = - = = = = 2« oo e ce e ee e mee e 237
LESSON 74: DEVELOPING YOUR TOPIC - - - - -« o e e e 239
LESSON 75: BLUEPRINT FOR A GOOD PARAGRAPH - - - -« < c e mcmccceceeeeam e 243
LESSON 76: WRITING PROJECT - - - = - = = == = = = o e e e e oo e e ee e eme e e ma 247

\(Glossar)‘; .




Unit 1
Start with Words

The basic building block of language is the WORD. A written word is a letter or combination
of letters forming a stand-alone expression of a thought. A spoken word is a sound or combi-
nation of sounds capable of standing alone as a single unit of utterance. Words are classified
according to their use in expressing a definite idea when combined in larger units of expres-
sion—phrases, clauses, and sentences. Another way to state this classification is to say that
every word is a part of speech. In English, every word is at least one of the eight parts of
speech: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, or interjection. In some
cases, a word may be used in special ways so that it functions as more than one part of
speech. For example, some verb forms can be used as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs; and some
adverbs act as though they are conjunctions.

In this unit, we will classify words as follows:

Words that name — nouns and pronouns
Words that assert — verbs (and verbals)
Words that modify — adjectives and adverbs

Words that join — prepositions and conjunctions

g oo o oo

Words that exclaim — interjections

LESSON 1: WORDS THAT NAME—NOUNS

A NOUN is a part of speech that names a person,

p!ace, thing, quality, or idea.

The English word noun comes from the Latin word nomen, meaning name. From this Latin
word we also derive the English word nominative, which you will use on many occasions in
your study of grammar. Nominative means “having the quality or character of a noun.”
Nominatives can be nouns, pronouns, phrases, or other groups of words that serve the pur-
pose of a noun; that is, they name or rename persons, places, things, qualities, or ideas.

A noun is a word that “names” a person, place, thing, quality, or idea. The following are
some examples of nouns in each of these five categories:
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PERSONS:  James, child, pastor, teacher, father, Mr. Harper, carpentet, president
PLACES: Alaska, London, home, avenue, Argentina, park, school, church, country
THINGS: bird, car, motorcycle, cereal, pole, telephone, computer, hand, lamp
QUALITIES: politeness, warmth, friendliness, honesty, joyfulness, smoothness

IDEAS: freedom, wisdom, hope, faith, worship, power, communism, democracy

KINDS OF NOUNS

There are two different kinds of nouns: common and proper. Common nouns name the gen-
eral members of a common group: tree, boy, building, automobile, radio, house, book. These
kinds of nouns are written without capital letters. Proper nouns name particular persons,
places, things, etc.: Mrs. Davis, Abraham Lincoln, Asia, Bible, Washington Monument, Yellowstone
National Park. These kinds of nouns are always capitalized.

Note: Nouns, especially proper nouns, can sometimes consist of more than one word, as the preceding
examples show.

Every sentence has some kind of nominative, very often a noun. Here are some examples of
sentences with both common and proper nouns (dark print).

The book I am reading before bedtime every night is interesting.
We plan to travel to the desert in Arizona for our vacation.
Millions of men, women, and children were killed during World War I1.

The Sydney Opera House in Australia has an unusual design.

FUNCTIONS OF NOUNS

Nouns (and other nominatives) serve three basic functions, or uses, in sentences, phrases, or
other sentence parts. These three functions are: subject, object, and predicate nominative.

The SUBJECT of a sentence is the noun (or other
nominative) about which the sentence makes a
statement.

EXAMPLE: The rain usually begins in April.

An OBJECT is a noun (or other nominative) to which
an action is done or which receives an action of a

verb.

EXAMPLE: The store sells books.
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An object may also be a noun (or other nominative) which follows a preposition. A preposi-
tion is a word “positioned before” a noun or pronoun (the object) showing the relationship
of that noun or pronoun to other words in the sentence. ey

EXAMPLE: She walked to the store.

A PREDICATE NOMINATIVE is a noun (or other

nominative) which follows a certain kind of verb ;
called a linking verb (usually a form of to be: is, am, are, §
was, were) and renames the subject of the verb. ]

EXAMPILE: Robins are birds.

> EXERCISE A Write examples of nouns in the categories shown below.

Persons

Places

Things

Ideas or
qualities

S EXERCISE B Fill the blanks in the following sentences with nouns that fit the sense of the
sentences. Do not use the same noun more than once.

1. Inthe fabric , there are a few small flaws
2. My has red

3. His likes to eat

4. She cooked for

5. No one likes a

6. Our during was a great

7. and are our

8. Putyour in the
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S EXERCISE C Underline all the nouns in the following sentences. Do not underline words which
stand in the place of nouns, such as we, he, it, they, or verb forms used as nouns.

1. We had a very deep snowfall during February last year.

2. God is our refuge and our strength.

3. The harvest was large this year, but prices for crops were not high.

4. The room reserved for the meeting was crowded, so several people cou,i'
5. Serving the Lord has great rewards, both in this life and in eternity
6. In this exercise, we are instructed to underline all nouns.

7. 1sold my bicycle and skateboard to two friends.

8. In this chapter, the hero gets lost in the forest; but a team of rescuers find him.
9. The factory could hardly supply the needs of its customers because materials were scarce.
10. A young lady asked the clerk about the price of the perfume.

11. The movie was not able to hold my attention for more than a few minutes.

N EXERCISE D In the blank behind each of the nouns in dark print, write S if the noun is a subject,
O if the noun is an object of a verb or preposition, or PN if the noun is a predicate nominative.

1. My father ( 5) is the president ( FN ) of the committee ( 0).

In this sentence, father is a noun about which the sentence is making a statement. The word
is therefore the subject of the sentence. The word president renames the subject; that is, the
words father and president refer to the same person. The word president is therefore a pred-
icate nominative. The word committee follows the preposition of (it is the word to which of
points) and it is therefore an object of a preposition.

2. Jody ( S) learned her lessons ( 0) well.

In this sentence, Jody is a proper noun about which the sentence is making a statement. The
word is therefore the subject of the sentence. The word lessons follows and receives the action
of the verb learned and is therefore the direct object of the verb. A direct object usually an-
swers the question “what?” about the verb. ‘
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3. John (___)finished his composition (___ ) on Friday (___ ).

4. Birthdays (____ ) are always happy occasions (_,____) 

5. Atour house (_____ ), everyone helps with the work (___ ).

6. Ourteam (____ ) defeated the team (____) from Hope Christian Schdol C__ ).
7. Hisname (___ )isMark (____ ).

8. The teacher (___ ) was proud of her students (___ ).

9. Stores (____)inourtown (____)are usually closed on Sunday (___ ).

10. Robbie (_____) and Jamie (____) enjoyed agame (___ )ofchess (__ ).

11. The clerk ( ) stapled the papers ( ) together.

LESSON 2: WORDS THAT SUBSTITUTE—PRONOUNS

A PRONOUN is a part of speech that is used in place
of a noun.

Pronouns can be thought of as substitutes for nouns. We use them so that we do not always
have to keep repeating the same noun again and again when speaking or writing about a
person, place, thing, idea, or quality. There are a number of different kinds of pronouns, each
with a special use as noun substitutes. In this lesson, we will not go into detail about these
special classifications of pronouns. The purpose of this lesson is to help you recognize various
kinds of words that can be used in the place of nouns. Here are some examples of common
pronouns:

PRONOUNS

1, me, my, mine, myself we, us, our, ours, ourselves anybody, nobody, no one
you, your, yours, yourself | they, them, their, theirs several, few, many, each, all

he, him, his, himself themselves somebody, someone

she, her, hers, herself that, this, these, those others, none, one, some

it, its, itself who, whom, whose both, either, neither




