READING LOOPED CURSIVE

Italic cursive is easy to read because it is free
of loops. We also need to be able to read
looped cursive. This is easy to do with some
“decoding” help. We already know how to
recognize different versions of an object as
the same thing.

The photograph,
line drawing and
computer text art
we recognize as
a cat.

. >A A<
For example, see the cats: photograph drawing computer

Today, there are

many versons of A 4, AN ARA A ARAATANARLARAAAR

Can you
recognize all ) o Finger g;m . —
these as the daaa aa AAa08Q Letters'™A Braille A Morse Code A
letter A?
HISTORY OF
THE ALPHABET Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh li Jj Kk LI Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz
Our alphabet
didn’t always CAPITAL LETTERS Lowercase letter shapes came from capitals.
look as it does 2000 BC to 300 BC 1" to 15" centuries
today.
Phoenician Greek Roman Undel  MalfUncal Carslingian  Gothic  Humanisc  loalic
X sAAA A —> A A A >~ @ ad
Some letters ALEPH ALPHA
changed a lot G
over time. _ ’\(C“'"e’)—>>< _'—7G —_— C 5' g g gg
GIMEL GAMMA

Some letters
changed very O (eye) > O > O —_— 0 O O o 0 0.0

little. AYIN OMICRON

HISTORY OF Italic 15* century Round-hand 18" century Spencerian 19* century

CURSIVE ‘ P f M .

WRITING del 110 _ﬁ'rmer/ [itterar— M — 6@7(@/22/7;‘?
Example #1 Example #2 Getty-Dubay

There are many
handwriting
styles today.
Three are shown
here.

looped cursive _ : looped cursive cursive italic

Looped cursive @ WWWW WWWW’
Cursive italic

Written quickly,
looped cursive can
look like this:
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LEARNING TO READ LOOPED CURSIVE

These two pages show the looped cursive
letters that are most like cursive italic and
those that are least like cursive italic.

1. Read each looped cursive letter.

2. Read the word that uses the letter.

3. Read the word written quickly. See if the
letter changes. Do you need to decode it
when it is written quickly?

4. Write the word in cursive italic.

IDEA FOR PRACTICE

Collect mail envelopes to practice reading

.different handwriting styles, such as cursive

italic, looped cursive, all capitals, and
printing. Compare the handwriting which is
easiest'to read with the handwriting which is
hardest to read and needs decoding. (Those
envelopes with very hard to read handwriting
never get delivered!) To decode, circle the
hard-to-read letters and find a match with the
looped cursive letters shown here.

LOOPED CURSIVE Read each looped Read the word Write the word in
LOWERCASE cursive letter. Read the ward. written quickly. cursive i_talic.
" These looped Vi
cursive letters 7 AL/ TIA M A
are similar to
cursive italic T e
letter shapes. C/THVr— 0
(L

These letters . . //

have looped W
descenders.

""" Y
......... /%W d U (/(/ O rJ
g gL ?W'ML‘ q

These I, / J . 7 / -/
have Tooped. LG Ak, h,
ascenders. 7 i 2 ‘J 5 J

Looped cursive: ﬂé j
tis taller , A .

v and w are N AL AAVE ABVE vw
ijoins out at m~u}m — M x

the baseline

For instruction, this page may beoepied as a projection
transparency and/or handout
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READING LOOPED CURSIVE

SEE: b, f r, s, & w  Read each looped cursive letter and word. Write the word in cursive italic.

These five
looped cursive
letters are
different in
shape from
cursive italic.
Learn to read
these letters.

NOTE: looped cursive
r and s can be hard
to read after, b, o, v,

R o o

LOOPED CURSIVE

CAPITALS // // /7 //
some looped (L TA7 (AT I e

cursive capitals

look like | YVl 21 rYy)
lowercase leters. 1112707 11 Lanzy /%UZUH/

(A, M, N)
M 440 ) >N A P .
(177 Tk — Tt

Other capitals S

T
haveextra & SH 7 LT

entrance and

exit strokes. C’ 0, 7. g, -7
X XS T REAMAAA

<—<{ar: (:Q-a/u,
(- (gz)a/rw/c W
L f,a/z/vw Zéww/
e B3 M3 B 07
QQRA2 Kol — LN Wq

OL-
It %J%,& % -
J Jom  Uem

?/”UM Vicki

/(,67///{,(//)/ Y ﬂ/l/LM,

N Y3 Th T

S

P

NR< AP PR RO RE RS

ad 4
lst of all the loopes 2 2 ack R 3
list of all the looped L. —
cursive letters. J [J V) d
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RKEADING LOUFED CURSIVE
COMPARING LOOPED CURSIVE WITH CURSIVE ITALIC

LOOPED CURSIVE CURSIVE ITALIC
30° slope 5¢ slepe
Look at the examples of looped / @7/@@%7 }
cursive and cursive italic. 7/ LAAI@M

Compare the two styles of A

writing. Notice the differences in L W /B MW\Q/
letter shape, letter slope, capital . ) / : C W
height, ascender height, and A

descender length. b‘ W /D m
&%
Th les of 6© /‘E
ere are many styles of writing g V%
you need to be able to read. 7. /; f - W
Practice reading looped cursive. N fF [ 1
To help read the looped cursive /I/
letters, each name contains both V’ O A7 g W\y

a capital letter and its lowercase J / 74 / ’3
- 3 Z Flammah
version. : /
SHAPE: Z Cf ]W/q
' . Z .

Look at the different shapes of
the looped cursive lowercase .% ’/ ] 0

letters b, f, r, s, and z and the & 5
capital letters RG, I, J, Q 5, T, / 72 // .

v ondz LAl Lilliam,
siore Lalcot Maleotm,

Look at the slope difference,

Cursive Italic letter slope is 5° and WM

looped cursive is 30° .

SIZE:

Look at the size difference.
Cursive italic capitals, ascenders,
and descenders are | /3 body
heights. Looped cursive capitals,
ascenders and descenders are 2
body heights.

Compare the absence of loops in
cursive italic with the many loops
in looped cursive. Look at how the
capitals, ascenders, and
descenders become tangled in the
looped cursive.

Loop-free italic is easy to read. , W/\/UWUW

OTZ/VZ/y
a/rl.
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