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ENGLAND enters
te RACE or AMERICA

England: Tangled up in Roses

For many years, England had eyed the New World with eager
interest. In the fifteenth century, King Henry vii (1485-1500) of
England leamed of Columbus's plan to reach the East by sailing
across the Atlantic Ocean when the explorer's brother, Bar-
tholomew, appealed to Henry for money to make the voyage. At
the time, the king had problems of his own.

For abaut thirty years, there had been a constant struggle
between the House of Lancaster {whose emblem was a red rose)
and the House of York {whose emblem was a white rose) in what
was called the War of the Roses. Both of these royal families
wanted to rule the country. The conflict finally ended in 1485
when Henry, who was from the House of Lancaster, defeated the
forces of King Richard i of the House of York. As soon as Henry
was crowned king in Westminster Abbey, he anncunced that he
was starting a new royal line, the Tudors, which would unite
the houses of Lancaster and York. From that moment on, Henry
was dedicated to two goals: building up the royal treasury and
making his throne secure for his successor.
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Pushing off to the New World

Even though Henry vii had refused 1o support Christopher

Columbus, he was interested in reports of the Admiral's voyage

When John Cabot (1450-1498), an Italian map-maker

and navigator, told the king that he could find a

passage around the New World to the Indies,

Henry was intrigued. Faced with the lure

of eastern wealth, Henry decided that sea

exploration might be a wise investment.
When Cabot set sail on May 20, 1497,

he left without any financial support

from Henry. True, the king had agreed 1o

sponsor the voyage, but funding it was

a different matter. Cabor left the English

shores aboard one tiny vessel with a crew of =

only eighteen men, including his three sons.
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The expedition was blessed with smooth sailing and reached the
coast of North America on the morning of June 24, 1497

Like Columbus, Cabot believed that he had sailed 1o the
Indies. He named the place where he landed Newfound-

land and claimed it for England, After briefly exploring
its coast, he returned to England in record-breaking time
4 for a small sailing ship—enly fifteen days. The entire
g (rip had taken only eleven weeks.
- Henry vini was pleased with the results of Cabot’s
% expedition, but he paid him a mere £10 for his efforts
|. and sent him packing on a second expedition in 1498,
e This time, Cabot set out with five ships loaded with
& poods and instructions to start a trading post in
*  Japan. One ship returned, Neither Cabot nor the four
remaining ships were ever seen again.

When Henry v died in 1509, he was succeeded
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Disappearing without a
Trace... Almost

A few years after John Cabaot
disappeared into the unknown,
anather axplorer made his way to
the Mew World where he caplured
57 Endhians 10 take back to Europe
The captives had a couple of
strange Hems m their possession;
an Halan sword and a pair of
earmings. It has been suggested
that these flems once belonged to
Cabot f so, the Genoose explorer
probably expenenced a nasty un-
in with the natives.
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A Spanish Claim by his second son, Henry vin. Henry's
on England attention was so focused on his
Duiring the mid-15506, Philip n was series of wives and producing
maried 1o Cueen Mary 1 of a male heir that he gave little
England, the daughter of King notice to overseas cxploration.
Henay vin and his first wife After the death of Henry, his
Catherine of Aragor. On that daughter Mary ook the throne,
basts, Phaip believed that he was During her reign, she focused
the rightful heir to the English on bringing England back to
thrane when Mary died the Roman Catholic Church.

Phili it of
Spoin

She attempied to form an al-
liance with Catholic Spain by
marrying Philip u (1556-1598), :

son of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles v, With these

concerns, and a war with France occupying her time,
overseas expeditions were far trom her mind.

Good Queen Bess
It was under Henry's other daughter, Elizabeth 1,
that England entered the race for a new world empire.
When Mary died in 1558, Elizabeth became queen.
She was twenty-five years old. Elizabeth’s reign was
a long and prosperous one for England; it was a
golden age for industry, art, literature, and explo-
ration, Her nation, and in particular the mem-
bers of her court, admired the strength of their
shrewd female monarch, whom they called the Virgin
Queen because she never married. She said of herself: °1
know [ have the body of a weak and feeble woeman, but 1 have
the heart ... of a king.” The common people aftectionately
called her “Good Queen Bess.”

Elizabeth's father and grandfather had left her a full treasury
and a secure throne, and England was now strong enough to
look beyond her shores. Under Elizabeth, England became the
most powerful Protestant country in Europe,
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Frobisher's
Daring and venturesome men such as Sir Franeis %! o B h depariine

Drake (c 1542-1596), John Hawkins (1532—1595), and
Martin Frobisher (1535-1595) became known as the
Elizabethan Sea Dogs. These men owned private flects
and regularly looted Spanish ships laden with gold and
silver, faithfully giving Elizabeth a portion of the plun-
der, Drake even raided Spanish colenies in America, a
leading source of Spanish wealth. On one expedition

in 1572, his plunder included thirty tons of silver seized
from a Spanish mule train on the Isthmus of Panama.
The queen encouraged Drake to disrupt Spanish dominance of
the South American coast. The Spanish ambassador protested that
it was wicked for the queen to participate in such thefi. Elizabeth
angrily denied that she was accountable for the actions of the Sea

Don't Bank on It

Dogs. After all, they were not English naval officers, but private
citizens!

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall
Cueen Elizabeth surrounded herself with
Hlatienmng courtiers, alihough she never
miarried. She was an extremety vamn
woman, clothing heself in the most
magnificent, exbravagant ganments,

She dyed her harred, plucked her
eyelons, and painted her face white.
Despite all this pampening, she did

not groww old gracelully, For one thing,
her excessive indulgence in candies like
comifits and marchpane eventwalhy black.
ened her teeth. As she aged, she banned all
mmimeds from her cout,

English exploners were just as con-
winced as the Spanish and French
that they could find a Worthwest
Passage through the New Workd
fo the Onent. Martin Frobisher,
whi served under Hawkins and
Dirake m several expedations, was
vommissioned by Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, an English soldeer,
nanigator, and peomeer colonist
in Armeteca, bo emplore the slands
and marnfand of Nosth America
i search of a route 1o Ching.
Ater traveling through what later
became known as Hudson Sirait,
Frobisher was certain that he
hescd foimed his passage--and his
foriume. Ha rafumed to England
with two hundred tons of “gold
are” that turned out to be nothing
miare than warthless rock



