Week 1

God Creates the World

Pick a leaf off a plant and show it to your children. Ask them what it is and what
it tells us. Draw them out for a short while. Hold the leaf in your fingers and
say, “One little leaf is all we need to know that God is real. Paul tells us in the
book of Romans that everyone can see God’s power and knows that he is real by
looking at the things God made. Every plant leaf is made up of millions of cells
that use sunlight and water to make sugar for the plant to use for food! This week

you will learn about God’s marvelous creation.”

DAY ONE

Picture It

If you brought home a goldfish how would you set up the aquarium? What color gravel would
you use for the bottom? Perhaps you would put in a few underwater plants, a larger rock or
two, and maybe stack them up so the goldfish had a little place to hide. You could create a
world for your goldfish and set it up any way you want.

That’s what God did for us when he created our world. He made mountains, rivers, trees,
and everything else. The first part of the Bible tells the story of how God created the world we
live in special, just for us!

& Read Genesis 1:1-2.

Think about It Some More

Who was the only one around before the world began? That’s right, God was alive before
the creation of the world. In fact, God has always been alive. That means God doesn’t have a
birthday. No matter how far back in time you go, God was there. He is the one who decided
to create our world. Way back then, there was no world at all. God is so powerful that he was
able to make everything we can see out of nothing at all!

Imagine what it would have been like to watch God create our earth out of nothing! God
is amazing. There is only one God and nobody can do the things he can do.
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Talk about It

:2 What did God use to create the world? (God didn’t use anything at all. He made it out of
nothing by his mighty power.)

2t Can we make anything out of nothing? (No, only God can create something out of noth-
ing.)

¢ Ifyou could make something out of nothing, what would you make? (Help your
children use their imaginations to think of something. Then explain to them that God used his
imagination to make all that we see.)

:: How can we thank God for creating our world? (We can thank God by taking care of
what he has given us, praising him for all that he made, and obeying his commands.)

(7 Pray about It

Praise the Lord for creating such a beautiful world for us to live in.

DAY TWO

Remember It

What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?

& Read Genesis 1:3-25.

Think about It Some More

Did you notice that God created the stars and planets and everything in the earth and waters—
just by speaking? Everything God wanted, he commanded with his voice and it appeared and
came to life! When God said, “Let there be light,” light suddenly appeared. That is true for
everything you can see that is a part of the earth.

Nobody else can create things just by speaking. Go ahead and try if you think you can. But
you will soon find that no matter how loud you shout, you won’t be able to create anything
the way God does.

Talk about It

22 See if you can count how many times God created things by speaking in our story.
(Parents, help your children find all the times the words “God said” occur in today’s Bible pas-

sage.)

22 What is your favorite thing God made by speaking? (Parents, help your children look
back at the passage, or list the items God made if your children are too young to read.)
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22 Did you know that God has given us the ability to create too? For instance, paint-
ers create beautiful paintings. And people can make things like houses and cars out
of all that God created. But the way we create is different from how God creates.
Can you tell the difference between how we make things and how God made
things? (We cannot create by speaking—uwe have to use our hands or some part of our body—
and everything we make has to be made from something else.)

(2 Pray about It

Thank God for the way he can create by the command of his voice.

DAY THREE

Connect It to Jesus

Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?

& Read Colossians 1:15-17.

Think about It Some More

Although the Bible was written by men, God inspired the words they wrote. That means he
was working by his Spirit while they were writing to help them know what they should write.
That is how the apostle Paul could write about God creating the world even though it hap-
pened before he was born.

In today’s Bible reading, Paul tells us something about God’s creation that we didn’t know
before. He tells us that God the Son, Jesus, is the one who was doing the creating. It was Jesus
who made the world we live in. Jesus created everything we see around us. Paul said it was
created by him and it was all created for him.

Talk about It

:: God made so many amazing animals. Which animals do you like most?

:: Ifyou were in charge of the creation, instead of Jesus being in charge, is there
anything you would do differently? Would you put a lake right outside your home?
Would you make it snow more often where you live? (Parents, help the kids get creative
here. Then remind them that God gave us creativity as one of the ways he made us like him.)

:? Why doesn’t the moon fall apart? How do the stars stay floating in the sky? Here
is a hint: God gives us the answer in verse 17. Who does the Bible say is holding all
the creation together? (Verse 17 tells us that Jesus is holding the whole world together.)

Week 1: God Creates the World | 9



(7 Pray about It

Thank Jesus for creating our world and holding it all together.

DAY FOUR

Remember It

What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?

& Read Genesis 1:26-31.

Think about It Some More

After creating our world—with all its plants and animals, the sun, the moon, and all the mil-
lions of stars—God said that everything he had made was good. But he wasn’t finished yet.
God saved the best part of his creating for last.

The most special part of his creation was to form man “in his own image.” That means
man would be able to do some of the things only God could do and be similar to God. After
creating man, God put him in charge of all of God’s creation and told him to rule over it.
Because man was made in God’s image he could do things that none of the other animals
could do. He could talk with God, worship God, and have a friendship with God.

Talk about It

KIDS, ask your parents to tell you all the ways they can think of that
show how men and women are different from animals. See if you can
think of some they miss.

(Man was made in God’s image and is the only part of the creation that can talk with God,
worship him, and have a relationship with him. Man can also create things like painting,
machines, and music.)

¢ Before God made man, he said that everything he had made was good. What
did God say after he made man? (Parents, if your children can’t find the answer—‘very
good”—have them look in verse 31.)

:: What is one very important way in which we are not like God? (We were created;
God is the creator. God has been around forever, but we have a starting point.)

(7 Pray about It

Thank God for making us like him so we can pray and worship him.
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DAY FIVE

Discover It

Today is the day we look at a different Bible passage—from the book of Psalms or one of the
prophets—to see what we can learn from it about Jesus or our salvation.

& Read Psalm 1.

Think about It Some More

At first, you might not think Psalm 1 points to Jesus, but take another look. Psalm 1 is about
a man who lives for God all the time. It says this man delights in God’s Word in the daytime
and in the nighttime. While we all should try to live this way, there is only one man who ever
lived this way every day of his whole life. That man is Jesus, the one who created our earth.
Even when God changes our hearts and we try to follow God, we don’t do it all the time. We
tail. But Jesus never failed.

Talk about It

:: What does Psalm 1 tell us we should do all day and all night? (We should delight in
God’s Word.)

:: What does it mean to delight in God’s Word? (To help your children understand the word
delight, ask them what they think it means to delight in ice cream. To delight in ice cream you
need to eat it up, love its flavor, and wish you could have some more. That is what we do with
God’s Word. We read it, enjoy what it says, and we can’t wait to read it some more.)

¢ Can children who can’t read delight in God’s Word? (Yes, if they listen carefully when
their parents read the Bible, they can delight in God’s Word too.)

(2 Pray about It

Ask God to help each person in your family to delight in God’s Word.
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Week 2

God Creates Man

Ask your children to put their fingers on their necks to feel their pulse. Ask them
what they are feeling. Then ask who is causing their heart to beat. Say, “We don’t
have to tell our hearts to beat; they do it automatically. God created our bodies as
amazing machines! But we are more than machines. God made us in his image.
We can love, create, sacrifice for others, write words, and tell stories—things other
animals cannot do! This week you will learn more about how God made man

very special.”

DAY ONE

Picture It

What if you could make something out of clay and then blow on it and it would come to life?
Imagine forming a little dog, giving it two little eyes, a mouth, and a little nose. Then you
form the legs, give it a tail to wag, and stand it up on its new legs. Now comes the best part:
you blow right on its nose and as soon as you do, your new little pet jumps and starts barking.

What would you bring to life if you could? In today’s story, we’ll learn exactly how God
created man! (Optional activity: give your son or daughter a ball of modeling clay to make his or her own
pet creation, then help him or her see it is hopeless to blow life into it.)

& Read Genesis 2:4-14.

Think about It Some More

Last week we read in the first chapter of Genesis how God created man in his image. Here in
chapter two it tells the story again, only this time it gives us the slow-motion, instant-replay
version of how God created man.

We also learn that God made a beautiful place for man to live—a garden called Eden. Two
very special trees grew in this garden. One was called “the tree of life” and the other “the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.” Remember the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Something terrible is going to happen with that tree.
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Talk about It

:: Can you retell the story of how God created the man? (Parents, have one of your chil-
dren tell the story, while you or another child acts it out.)

:: Who do you think is still missing from the creation? (Woman is missing. God has not
created her yet.)

2 Do you know the man’s name? (The man’s name is Adam. We will see that in tomorrow’s
Bible story. Did you know that Adam is God’s word for man? They are the same word.)

2 Pray about It

Praise the Lord for how amazing he is to create a living man from dust.

DAY TWO

Remember It

What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is going to happen today?

& Read Genesis 2:15-23.

Think about It Some More

God placed Adam in a wonderful garden and filled it with fruit trees. But God made a rule:
Adam could not eat from one of the trees, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He
warned Adam that if he ate from that tree he would die.

Adam was all alone in the garden, so God made animals to keep him company. When God
brought the animals to Adam, Adam named each one. But none of them could talk or sing or
worship God like Adam could. He still felt alone. Out of all the animals Adam couldn’t find a
partner to be his helper.

That was when God did something very special: he put Adam to sleep and made woman
out of Adam’s rib. God made the woman so she would be the perfect partner for Adam.

Talk about It

:: Do you remember how God made man? Was it different from the way he made
woman? (Adam was made from the dust, but the woman—she isn’t called Eve until after the
fall—was created out of Adam’s rib.)

:? Why do you think the woman would be a better helper for man than the other
animals would be? (Parents, you can get real creative here. Imagine the man dancing with an
elephant or eating breakfast with a horse or having a rabbit help him plant and care for the trees
in the garden.)

Week 2: God Creates Man | 13



:: What do we call it today when God brings a man and woman together to start a
tamily? (It is called marriage. When God brought Eve to Adam it was the very first mar-

riage.)

(7 Pray about It

Thank God for making the special women and girls in your life.

DAY THREE

Connect It to Jesus

Can anyone guess how our story is about Jesus or points forward to him?

A 1 cad 1 Corinthians 15:45-49,

Think about It Some More

I'll bet you didn’t know that Jesus was also called Adam. That’s because Jesus came to correct
the mistakes the first Adam made.

It 1s kind of hard to understand, but the first Adam didn’t do so well. He disobeyed God and
sinned. We will learn more about that next week.

Jesus came as the second Adam to give obeying God another try. If Jesus could obey God,
he would be able to take away the sin that Adam brought into the world. He was kind of
Adam 2.0 and this second version of Adam did a great job. Jesus lived a perfect life and didn’t
disobey God even once!

Talk about It

2t This Bible passage reminds us that Adam came from the dust. Where does it say
Jesus, the second Adam, came from? (Jesus came from heaven.)

:? God created Adam and expected him to obey God’s command. What was the com-
mand God gave him? (Hint: it’s in Genesis 2:16—17.)

22 Jesus came to earth to do God’s work too. What was Jesus’ work? (Jesus” work was
to obey God in everything. Jesus also died on the cross to take the punishment for the sins of
men.)

(2 Pray about It

Thank God that he made Jesus into the second Adam. Thank him that Jesus had the same
choice Adam had, but Jesus made the right choice and did not disobey.
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DAY FOUR

Remember It

What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible story?

& Read Genesis 2:22-25.

Think about It Some More

When God made the woman and brought her to Adam, Adam was very excited. Finally he
had found the helper he had been looking for. The moment Adam saw her, he could tell she
was the perfect partner for him. Adam and the woman, whom Adam later named Eve, came
together to make the very first marriage.

Did you know that God is the one who invented marriage and he did it when he created
the woman and brought her to the man? Every time a man and a woman are married they
are following the pattern God created all the way back in the garden of Eden.

Talk about It

KIDS, ask your parents how excited they were on their wedding day.

(Parents, think back to what it was like to walk down the aisle or finally see your bride or
groom all dressed up, and communicate that excitement to your children.)

:: What do we call it when a man and a woman promise to be together for life? (4
marriage or a wedding.)

:: Why was the woman the perfect helper for Adam? (She could talk with him, be his
friend, help him with the work of the garden, and worship God with him.)

KIDS, ask your mom and dad what the perfect partner for you might
be like someday.

(Everyone should look to marry someone who loves God and talks with him, just like Adam
and Eve both talked with God.)

(2 Pray about It

Thank God that he created marriage. Pray that if God calls you to marriage, he would lead
you to someone who loves and worships God.
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DAY FIVE

Discover It

Today we look at a passage from a psalm or one of the prophets to see what we can learn
from it about Jesus.

& Read Isaiah 9:6.

Think about It Some More

Isaiah spoke of a very special child. The child would be a boy who would be in charge of the
whole world. He would have some special names: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, and Prince of Peace.

Only one boy who was ever born was called these names—]Jesus. God helped Isaiah see this
long before Jesus was even born.

Talk about It

2t Can you remember why Jesus had to come and how that connects to our story
about Adam? (Parents, give them a hint that it has to do with Adam disobeying God’s com-
mands.)

2t Do you remember the story of how Jesus was born? (Parents, see how much your kids
can remember about the birth of Christ.)

:: Isaiah gives us several names to describe Jesus. See if you can remember some of the
things Jesus did, and add another name to Isaiah’s list to describe Jesus. (Help your
kids remember some of the things Jesus did. He was a healer, Savior of the world, giver of life,
friend of sinners, etc. All of these can be used as names to describe Jesus.)

(7 Pray about It

Thank God for sending Jesus to save us from our sin so we could be adopted into God’s family.
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