
Roman Catholicism 
By Loraine Boettner 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Historical Background 

2. Roman Catholicism a Poor Defence against Communism 

3. Romanism an Age-long Development 

4. Protestantism and First-Century Christianity 

5. Contrast Between Protestant and Roman Catholic Countries 

 

II. THE CHURCH 

1. Definition 

2. “Catholic” 

3. What is a “Sect”? 

4. Church Government 

5. The Church in Politics 

6. A Church Under Foreign Control 

7. The Unity and Diversity of Protestantism 

 

III. THE PRIESTHOOD 

1. The Office of the Priest 

2. No New Testament Authority for a Human Priesthood 

3. Claims of the Roman Priesthood 

4. The Christian Ministry not a Sacrificing Ministry 

5. Training for the Priesthood 

6. Groups within the Priesthood and within the Laity 

7. Leaving the Priesthood 

8. Renouncing Priestly Vows 

 

IV. TRADITION 

1. What Tradition Is 

2. How Tradition Nullifies the Word of God 

3. The Apocrypha 

4. The Nature of the Apocryphal Books 

5. The Vulgate and Modern Translations 

6. The Question of Authority 

7. Tradition Condemned by the Scriptures 

8. The Protestant Attitude toward the Bible 

9. The Roman Catholic Attitude toward the Bible\ 

10. Interpreting the Bible 

 

 



V. PETER 

1. The Roman Catholic Position 

2. The “Rock” 

3. The “Keys” 

4. Papal Authority Not Claimed by Peter 

5. Paul’s Attitude toward Peter 

6. Attitude of the Other Apostles toward Peter 

7. Was Peter ever in Rome? 

8. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 

9. Conclusion 

 

VI. THE PAPACY 

1. The Rise of the Papacy 

2. The Claims of the Papacy 

3. Worldly Character of the Papacy 

 

VII. MARY 

1. Mary’s Place in Scripture 

2. “Mother of God” 

3. Historical Development 

4. Contrast between Roman and Protestant Teaching 

5. Mary as an Object of Worship 

6. In Romanism, Mary Usurps the Place of Christ 

7. Mary Represented as more Sympathetic than Jesus 

8. One Mediator 

9. Adoration or Idolatry? 

10. Latria—Dulia—Hyperdulia 

11. Jesus’ Attitude toward Mary 

12. The Protestant Attitude toward Mary 

13. Were There Other Children in the Family of Joseph and Mary? 

14. The Immaculate Conception 

15. The Assumption of Mary 

16. Rome’s Purpose in Exalting Mary 

 

VIII. THE MASS 

1. Definitions 

2. The Nature of the Mass 

3. The Mass the Same Sacrifice as on Calvary? 

4. Transubstantiation 

5. The Cup Withheld from the Laity 

6. The Finality of Christ’s Sacrifice 

7. The Mass and Money 

8. Historical Development of the Doctrine 

9. Seven Sacraments 

10. Conclusion 

 



 

IX. THE CONFESSIONAL 

1. The Nature of the Confessional 

2. Mortal and Venial Sins 

3. The Priests Cannot Forgive Sins 

4. Scripture Teaching Regarding Confession 

5. Alleged Roman Catholic Scripture Proof 

6. Abuses of the Confessional 

 

X. PURGATORY 

1. Rome’s Teaching Concerning Purgatory 

2. The Terrifying Aspect of Purgatory 

3. The Money Motive in the Doctrine of Purgatory 

4. Scripture Teaching 

5. History of the Doctrine 

6. Conclusion 

 

XI. THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPE 

1. Definition 

2. The Nature of the Pope’s Infallibility 

3. Infallibility not Taught in the Bible 

4. History of the Doctrine Before 1870 

5. The Vatican Council of 1870 

6. Errors of the Popes 

 

XII. PENANCE; INDULGENCES—SALVATION BY GRACE OR BY WORKS? 

1. Definition 

2. Penance as a System of Works 

3. Salvation by Grace 

4. Further Scripture Proof 

5. Indulgences 

6. Historical Development of the Doctrine of Indulgences 

7. Assurance of Salvation 

 

XIII. RITUALISM 

1. Ritualism 

2. Ceremonials 

3. Images 

4. Rosary—Crucifix—Scapular 

5. Relics—Pilgrimages 

6. Prayers for the Dead 

7. Conclusion 

 

 

 

 



 

XIV. CELIBACY 

1. Definition and Presuppositions 

2. The Monastic System 

3. Imposed Celibacy a Hindrance to Personal Sanctity 

4. History of the Doctrine of Celibacy 

5. Scripture Teaching 

6. Immorality Often a Result of Celibate Restrictions 

7. Nuns and Convents 

8. Entering the Convent 

9. Convent Life 

10. Conclusion 

 

XV. MARRIAGE 

1. The Christian View of Marriage 

2. The Roman Doctrine that Marriage is a Sacrament 

3. Roman Denial of the Validity of Protestant and Civil Marriage 

4. The Pre-marital Contract 

5. The Injustice of the Pre-marital Contract 

6. A Fraudulent Contract 

7. Mixed Marriage Difficulties 

8. The Roman Catholic Attitude toward Divorce 

 

XVI. THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

1. The Roman Church Claims the Right to Supervise All Education 

2. Parochial Schools Compulsory for Roman Catholics 

3. Parochial School Indoctrination 

4. Narrow Viewpoint of the Parochial School 

5. Public Schools Sometimes Taken Over by the Roman Church 

6. Roman Catholic Opposition to Public Schools 

7. The Two Systems Compared 

8. State and Federal Aid for Parochial Schools 

9. Education in Romanist Dominated Countries 

10. The Christian School 

 

XVII. BY WHAT MORAL STANDARD? 

1. 1. Basic Principles 

2. Liquor 

3. Oaths 

4. Theft 

5. Gambling 

6. The Roman Catholic Church and the Prison Population 

7. Questionable Hospital Practices 

8. Conclusion 

 

 



 

XVIII. INTOLERANCE—BIGOTRY—PERSCUTION 

1. “The Only True Church” 

2. Roman Catholic Intolerance 

3. Freedom of Conscience 

4. Bigotry 

5. Persecution 

6. Spain Today 

7. Italy; Yugoslavia 

8. Latin America 

9. Contrast Between the British-American and the Southern European-Latin 

American Cultures 

 

XIX. A SYSTEM TESTED BY ITS FRUITS 

1. A Fixed Pattern 

2. The Present Problem 

3. Is the Roman Catholic Church the True Church? 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

INDEX OF AUTHORS 

 

INDEX OF SUBJECTS 


