
7

Contents

A Chronology of John Calvin’s Life     9

Ten Ways Modern Culture Is Different because of 
John Calvin     11

 1. Education: The Academy     13
 2. Care for the Poor: The Bourse     15
 3.  Ethics and Interpretation of the Moral Law: 

The Decalogue     18
 4. Freedom of the Church: The Company of Pastors     20
 5. Collegial Governing: The Senate     22
 6. Decentralized Politics: The Republic     24
 7. Parity among All Professions: The Doctrine of Vocation     27
 8. Economics and Profit: The Invisible Hand     28
 9. Music in the Vernacular: The Psalter     31
 10. The Power of Publishing Ideas: The Genevan Presses     33
  Epilogue     36

John Calvin: A Life Worth Knowing     43

  Calvin’s Life     45
  Calvin’s Friendships     66

!"##$%#&'()*%+,%-(./0120133%%%4&)567!"##$%#&'()*%+,%-(./0120133%%%4&)567 895:9;<%%%=6;<65>%?@895:9;<%%%=6;<65>%?@



8  

Conten t s

  Calvin’s Death     71
  Epilogue: Humility     76

Tributes: Measuring a Man after Many Generations     83

  Baptists     83
  Anglicans     98
  Independents     104
  Methodists     106
  Roman Catholic     110
  Conclusion     111

!"##$%#&'()*%+,%-(./0120133%%%4&)56<!"##$%#&'()*%+,%-(./0120133%%%4&)56< 895:9;<%%%=6;<65>%?@895:9;<%%%=6;<65>%?@


