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CATHERINE THE GREAT
by KATHARINE SCHERMAN

On January 1, 1744, 2 far letter with an
impressive seal was delivered to the mother
of a fourteen-year-old German princess.
It was from merm Elizabeth of Russia,
one of the mosc Fuwul’ul monarchs of all
Euro

Su deuh the young princess was wildly
excited. Her father and mother hid behind
closed doors for davs to discuss the royal
messagre, bur their ||".‘|r:h daughrer had no
doubts. This was an invitation for her to
become the brnide of Grand Duke Perer,
nephew of Elizabeth. Whar matrer if Peter
was only a pathetic, stupid boy while she
wias an intc]ligent sparkling girl? He had
great wealth and someday he would in-
herit the Russian throne from his schem-
ing aunt!

To most Europeans of that day, Russia
was a dangerous, forbiddine, barbaric
countrv. Its nobles were richer than most
Lurﬂpﬂan me_,rs, its people no berter than
slaves. To this fearsome, fairv-tale land
went the little German pri incess, uncertain
what the furure would held, bur deter-
mined to acquire wealth and power.

Today we know her as Carherine the
Greart, l':mprm of Russia, who became
one of its greatest rulers and made herself
the Very spirit of the country over which
she n.:lrr!lmi In Catherine the Grear, Katha-
rine Scherman tells the amazing story of
the last grear monarch of Ruw: who
brought to that country years of magnifi-
cent pageantry and its “first breach of j jus-
tice and equalicy.
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