THE EXPLOITS OF
XENOPHON
by GEOFFREY HOUSEHOLD

More than 2,300 years ago one of the most
[hn!_hn:r war storics in 1!3‘“.!1-'\' was bl:'ll‘i"
read -md discussed in Greece. It was called
the Anabasis and was written by a Greek
noble named Xenophon, w ho described at
first hand whar he did, what he suffered,
and what he saw durmg Ac .un}mg:n 1gm1m
the Persians.

In The Exploits of Xenopbon, Geofirey
Household retells much of the war hera's
own Story, a -\uJ:crh p]n;_tur{: of a valiant
Greek army and its impact upon the an-
cient civilization of the East.

In thar day, it was customary for men
to hire themselves out as soldiers fighting
for another country. More than 13, 000
Greeks, including Xenophon, were serv-
ing with Cyrus, one of the m:pcml FOver-
nors of ancient Persia. Cyrus w :ml:ed to
seize the throne from his brother, Arta-
xerxes: but in the Battle of Cunaxa, Cyrus
was killed and his Greek army was
defeated. Panic scized the men as they
realized they were leaderless and 1.000
miles from their native Greece. In short
order, they selected Xenophon as one of
their new commanders and began the
heroic retreat thruu-rh encmy mnirﬂrr
And all the way the .u"ml:d Persian hordes
conrinued their attack with poisonous
arrows, sweeping sabers, or great boulders
from high MOUNKin passes.

To read The Ex ploits of Xenophon is to
read a story as vivid as if it had been writ-
ten by an :Ln]'n.' colonel in the last war.
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