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THE STORY OF
THE U.S. COAST GUARD
by EUGENE RACHLIS

From its founding in 1790 to the present
time, the Unired Staces Coast Guard has
plaved a signiﬁmnt p‘ll’t in shaping our
nation’s I'.iutnn' When it was nn"unlh
estahlished as a small coastal Pﬂln]l of ten
cuteers, its chief duties were to collect
revenue and prevent smugglers from land-
ing contraband cargo. In no time ac all,
however, the members of the Revenue
Marine—as the Coast Guard was then
called—found themselves fighting the
French and British navies, ridding the seas
of pir:lms and qun:l]ing Indian disturbances
in Florida.

From the original fleet of ten cutrers the
Coast Guard has grown until. as Admiral
A.C.Richmond I_K.I-iIIES out in his foreword
to this book, “today it serves not only as
an armed force but also as our foremost
agency for promoting maritime safery.”

Inthe ].ngll‘.'."- of THE 5TORY OF THE U.5.
COAST GUARD, the reader will find a dra-
matic account of some of the exciting in-
cidents in the Coast Guard’s past: their
gallant service in all of the nation’s wars,
the humanitarian work of the Rcring Sea
Patrol, the scientific research carried on
by the Intermational lee Patrol and the
tireless rescue operations effected ar sea.
In peace, as in war, the members of the
Coast Guard have ac all times lived up to
their famous motto—"Always Ready."”
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