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THE STORY OF
THE U.S. MARINES
bY GEORGE P. HUNT

Almost a year before the Declaration of
Independence, the Conrtinental Marines—
later The United States Marine Corps—
were born, a band of bold, fearless, fight-
ing men recruited for duty on land or at
sea, wherever the call to arms might sound.
Down the years the proud repuration of
the “Leathernecks™ has grown, until roday
their legendary bravery and daring make
s]Jim:-::ingling ralk the world over.

The Marines were with Captain Nicho-
las, who made the first landing action in
our history. T]lf.:v fnughr the Barbary pi-
rates on the shores of Trlpnll with Marine
Lieurenant O'Bannon—the man who raised
the first American flag ro fly over a fort-
ress in the Old World. Thu have maken
part in each of our military 5trl|5glﬁ since
the War of Independence.

There are strange stories in the records
of the Marine Corps, but few are stranger
than that of Marine Sergeant Faustin Wir-
kus, who was crowned king of a Carib-
bean island. Or the adventure of Marine
Sergeant Herman Hanncken, who cap-
tured the leader of the Cacos, a dreaded
bandit group on the island of Hairi.

In this authentic account of the U. S.
Marine Corps from its beginning to the
present day, there is something to appeal
to every reader. There are funny tales and
sad enes. There are tales of great courage
and bold deeds. And through all of them
shines the flaming spirit of a great nation
ever ready to defend its priceless herit: age

of freedom.
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