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COMMODORE PERRY AND
THE OPENING OF JAPAN
By FERDINAND KUHN

As the band struck up “Hail, Columbia!™
Commodore Matthew Perry stepped on
the shore of Japan. This was in the summer
of 1853. For more than 00 years Japan
had kept herself sealed from the rest of the
world. No foreign Sl'li]'.ls had been allowed
in her waters. No visitors and no traders
had set foot on her soil. Yer here was an
American naval officer marchin proudly
:I:Im the shores of Japan, while four black
ips carrving “The Stars and Stripes™
o-:r: nuiésrill:;ll}- at anchor in her Eﬁ:
Waters.

Commodore Perry was there on order
of the President of the United Srares: his
mission, to open a door into Japan so that
American ships might stop for fuel and
water on their route to China. Under dif-
ferent leadership such an undertaking
might have resulted in war. Instead, Com-
modore Perry entertained the Japanese
leaders in royal style and presented gifes
that told of the outside world.

In Comnmodore Perry and the Opening of
Japan, Ferdinand Kuhn rells the amazing
story of the American naval officer who
helped shape the course of history without
firing a single shot.

FERDINAND KUHN was London cor-
respondent of the New York Times for
years before the Second World War, and
foreign affairs reporter of the Washington
Post after the war. On the first of two visits
0 Japan, he stood on the beach at Kuri-
hama where Perry first landed. One resule
of these visits was the writing of this book.
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