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ETHAN ALLEN

AND THE

GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS
by SLATER BROWN

“By whose authority have you and your
mob entered His Majesty’s forez”

It was May, 1775, and the question was
addressed to Ethan Allen by the British
commandant at Ticonde

Ethan's instant reply has passed into his-
tory. It is an answer that rings like the
I_iherr_'g,r Bell irself—triumphant and vibrat-
ing. “In the name of the Grear Jehovah
and the Continental Congress!”

This great American is perhaps best
known as the leader of the é.:::cn Moun-
tain Boys who captured Fort Ticonde-
roga. But his whole life was spent battling
for justice and independence. As a young
man he had championed the cause of his
fellow townsmen when the governor of
New York tried to impose on them the
ancient landowning system of feudalism
under which farmers could not own the
land on which they lived. Ethan and his
Boys drove the Yorkers our of the Granrs
(which became the state of Vermont).

Afrer Ticonderoga Ethan was given the
dangerous job of recruiting soldiers amon Iy
the French settlers in Canada. Captured in
Montreal, he was imprisoned on British
5hipi and two and a half vears passed be-
fore he was back home among his green
hills and the people he loved.

Ethan Allen is Vermont’s special hern,
but he is no less a hero to cevery other state
in the Unien for the high principles in
which he believed and for which he fought.
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