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Ideal reading for boys and girls
aged 12t 15

ALEXANDER THE GREAT
by JOHN GUNTHER

“Seck another L:mgdnm my son. Macedon
15 too small for youw.

There was great pride in these words of
Philip, King of Macedon. Only a moment
before, his son Alexander—he who was to
be called the “Great” —had tamed the wild
colt Bucephalus.

Philip’s prophecy came to pass not many
vears after when Alexander left Macedon
on a march of conquest and crueley that
took him through Persia, Egypt, and east-
ward into India.

What strange yur]msc prompted this
adventure—one of the longest marches of
its kind ever recorded® Some say thar
Alexander dreamed of uniting all 'pcuplc
under a single government. Others be-
lieve thar he was possessed by an insane
desire for conquest and power. Still others
suggest that he longed to '.-prr:ad the learn-
ing aml culture nf Greece into ev ery
known land.

]uh:n Guncher answers the -:lumtmn 'En,r
giving us vivid pictures of Alexander’s
characrer and of the ptanL who in-
fluenced his carlier vears. His mother,
Olympias, a strong-willed and ambitious
WwOman, SII}PP-L'I'j at nothing to get what
she wanted. The rouch scldier who was
King of Macedon and Alexander’s father
had set a patrern of conquest for his son
to follow. The philosopher Aristotle,
Alexander’s teacher, gave the boy his du:p
love for Greek 1::1rnmrr

Although Alexander the Grear lived
twenty- three centuries ago, this derailed
account of his life s wntten with such
vigor and color thar the man and his nimes
emerge with startling freshnessand cla rity.
Readers of all ages will find it mttrrsnng
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