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JOHN F. KENNEDY
AND PT-109
by RICHARD TREGASKIS

Without warning, the rowering shape of
the Japanese destro wer Awragirs i loomed out
of the black mrth Frantically the crew
aboard the frnmk American p:ltrul crafr,
PT-109, tried to steer their boat out of the
destroy er's path. Bur the menace mov cd
rn:lcnt]c:-slv forward. Then came the inevi-
table erash, slicing the Bo-foot torpedo
boar 1in two.

The voung skipper of PT-109, Lt. John
F. Kennedy, quickly determined the casu-
alties—two men missing, several men bad-
Iy hurt. Sighting an island in the distance,
he decided Ehr: survivors should try to
swim for it. While he towed an injured
crewman, his men followed, clinging to
a amber.

In JOHN F.KEXNEDY AND PT-109, Rich-
ard Tregaskis provides a vivid description
of a nightmarish :.hiiw.'rcu]-: and an incred=
ible rescuc, as well as a detailed account of
PT-boat operations in the Solomon Islands
phase of World War 1. But essentially the
book is a profile of John F. Kennedy’s
courage—a courage that enabled him to
endure acute pain, fatigue and hunger to
save his men; a courage befitting a future
President of the Unired States.
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