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THE ERIE CANAL
by SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS

“Yes, sir! Five million dollars! That's what
this canal will cosc!™

Five million dollars was a lot of money
in the carly 1800’s. But the upstate New
Yorkers wanted the canal—it would help
them. On the other hand, thc}r didn’t want
the canal—ir would cost money, a lot of
money.

Most ]il:cl}’ the Erie Canal would never
have been built but for the strong-minded
De Wittt Clinton. He saw the wisdom of
ir, and nothing could weaken his derer-
mination. So on the Fourth of July, 1817,
digging for the canal was ﬁn:ll]].’ staroed
at Rome, New York.

How it was carried through to success
15 told m this excione hook b}' Samuel
Hopkins Adams, author of The Pony Ex-
press (the Wo. 1 best—seller in the Land-
mark series) and The Samra Fe Trail,

An authority on the Erie Canal, about
which he has wrirten many stories, Mr.
Adams is a descendant of 'Pcuplc who lived
along the “Erie water.” As a boy, he often
heard his grandfather tell about his jour-
neys on the canal, and about the men who
builr it

Mr. Adams br:ngs to life a group of in-
teresting, colorful York-staters: C.';P*ram
(}xurmdr by, skipper of the canal boar Starry
Hﬂg,nnd a fighting man to boot; the canny
farmers who lived on the mna!—ﬂde and
were always ready to sue the authorities;
the row d'.f puclcr boat “runners” w ho
gave Schenectady its nickna me, “The Bar-
tlcgrmmd, and the canal chrrgcr's wha ler
neither malaria-ridden swi amp nor solid
rock stand in their way.
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